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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Croke  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  upon  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Guildford.  The  population  is 
now  practically  at  the  40,000  figure  so  long  anticipated. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a slight  increase  upon  that  of 
1936,  but  is  still  much  below  that  of  the  country  as  a 
whole.  The  Death  Rate,  while  showing  a certain  increase, 
is  still  under  that  of  the  country  as  a whole,  and  does  not 
show  any  unsatisfactory  features,  in  that  deaths  are  in  the 
majority  older  persons,  and  take  place  from  usual  causes. 

Infantile  Mortality  is  very  satisfactory,  although  not 
quite  so  low  as  1936. 

Infectious  Disease  incidence  was  exceedingly  low, 
almost  half  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Everything  goes  to  prove  the  healthy  nature  of  this 
town  and  reflects  considerable  credit  on  the  Corporation 
for  such  excellent  provision  of  health  services,  as  well  as 
the  satisfactory  arrangements  made  for  a pure  abundant 
water  supply,  satisfactory  street  cleansing  and  good 
housing.  The  Health  Committee  have  always  been  keen 
to  support  any  suggestion  made  for  the  betterment  of  the 
health  of  the  town,  and  that  this  end  is  achieved  is 
evidenced  by  these  figures. 

Yours  faithfully, 

P.  A.  BELAM,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF  OF 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


for  1937. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  : 7,173. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population, 
mid-1937  : 39,320. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according  to 
Rate  Books : 10,739. 

Rateable  value  at  December  31st,  1937  : £462,880. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (at  April  1st,  1937) : 
£1,795. 

The  new  Manager  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  Employ- 
ment Exchange,  Mr.  Owen,  has,  like  his  predecessor,  kindly 
supplied  me  with  very  full  information  concerning 
employment  and  unemployment  in  Guildford  during  1937. 
His  statement  set  out  below  again  indicates  the  very 
satisfactory  position  of  this  town  as  regards  employment. 
It  is  indeed  fortunate  that  our  unemployment  figure  is  so 
low  : — 

Employment  and  Unemployment  in  Guildford  during  1937. 

The  insured  population  in  the  area  of  the  Guildford 
Employment  Exchange,  as  shown  by  the  number  of  Un- 
employment Books  exchanged,  increased  from  13,944  in 
July,  1936,  to  14,164  in  July,  1937. 

The  employment  position  in  the  area  remained 
generally  good  throughout  1937.  The  fluctuations  in  the 
Registers  followed  the  normal  trend  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year.  The  highest  level  of  unemployment  was 
reached  in  the  months  of  January  and  December  with 
figures  of  562  and  569  respectively.  Between  January  and 
April  a reduction  of  just  over  200  was  recorded,  and  after 
a slight  rise  to  389  in  May,  the  figures  reached  the  lowest 
level  of  325  in  June.  During  the  following  four  months 
the  figures  remained  fairly  constant  and  ranged  between 
366  in  July  and  327  in  October.  A somewhat  sharp  rise 
to  478  occurred  in  November,  and  the  upward  trend  was 
continued  to  the  end  of  the  year  when  the  highest  total 
of  569  was  reached. 
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This  level  of  unemployment  represents  an  unemploy- 
ment rate  for  Guildford  of  approximately  3 per  cent., 
which  compares  with  a rate  of  6.3  per  cent,  for  London  and 
10.9  per  cent,  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  rapid  turnover  of  the  Registers  was  again  a 
noticeable  feature  of  unemployment  in  Guildford  during 
the  year.  Cases  of  prolonged  unemployment  were 
comparatively  few,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  analysis 
of  the  “ Wholly  Unemployed  ” Register  as  at  December 
13th,  1937  : — 


Unemployed  less  than  4 weeks  ... 

314 

>5 

4 to  6 weeks 

59 

J 5 

6 to  8 weeks  

23 

8 to  13  weeks 

26 

>5 

over  3 months 

33 

>> 

over  6 months 

9 

JJ 

over  1 year  

4 

Industrial  activity  during  the  year  was  centred 
mainly  in  the  Building  Trade*  Public  Works  and  General 
and  Motor  Engineering,  in  all  of  which  industries  em- 
ployment was  generally  good. 

On  the  whole  the  industrial  position  of  the  area  during 
the  year  continued  very  satisfactory. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Births — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  esti- 

Legitimate . . . 

511 

253 

258 

mated  residential 

Illegitimate... 

34 

17 

17  J 

population,  13.86 

Rate  per  1,000 

Still  Births 

16 

8 

8 

j 

> 

- total  (live  and 
still)  births,  28.5 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  esti- 

Deaths   

453 

207 

246 

mated  resident 

► population  as  ad- 

Comparability factor 

0.89. 

justed  by  com- 

parable  factor, 

10.25 
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Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 


Deaths.  births. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  1 ...  1.78 

Other  Puerperal  causes...  2 ...  3.56 


Total  ...  3 5.34 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under!  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . 


23.85 

25.10 

Nil 

66 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


The  population  figure  for  mid-1937  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General  is  only  a few  hundred  off  the  40,000 
which  I maintain  should  rightly  be  ours.  Again  in  1937 
from  examination  at  the  schools,  practically  every  school 
in  the  town  has  new  families  for  me  to  see.  This  means 
a constant  influx  of  population  to  this  fortunate  town 
where  unemployment  figures  are  so  low  that  immigrants 
come  in  their  hundreds  and  easily  obtain  work. 

Our  Birth  Rate  (13.8)  shows  a slight,  rise,  but  is  still 
well  below  that  of  the!  country  as  a whole  (14.9),  and  still 
further  under  that  for  the  148  smaller  towns  (15.3),  so 
that  our  increasing  population  depends  on  a low  death 
rate  and  immigration. 

Our  Death  Rate,  even  by  the  use  of  the  comparability 
factor  is  10.25,  which  is  higher  than  that  of  last  year 
though  well  under  that  of  the  country  as  a whole  (12.4) 
and  that  of  the  148  smaller  towns  (11.9).  Of  the  453 
deaths,  266  were  persons  of  65  and  over,  or  almost 
59  per  cent.  As  usual,  heart  disease  was  responsible  for 
more  than  a quarter  of  the  total  deaths,  but  here  again, 
of  the  138  deaths  so  assigned,  108  were  persons  over  65. 
Cancer  caused  66  deaths,  only  half  the  number  due  to 
heart  disease  and,  of  these,  30  were  persons  over  65. 
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Pneumonia  caused  more  deaths  than  in  1936  and  so 
did  Influenza  and  other  respiratory  diseases.  Deaths  by 
violence  increase  annually  and  it  is  sad  to  see  the  toll  of 
young  life  taken  in  this  way,  in  almost  every  case  a*  motor 
fatality. 

Infantile  Mortality  is  satisfactorily  low,  only  13  deaths 
occurring  under  12  months  out  of  545  births,  which  gives 
a rate  of  23.8  per  1,000  births.  This  is  the  same  as  that 
of  1936  (23)  and  is  less  than  half  that  of  the  country  as 
a whole  (58)  or  of  the  148  smaller  towns  (55).  This  shows 
that  our  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare/  work!  is  doing  well 
and  is  worth  the  expenditure  and  care  given  to  its 
perfection.  Is  multiplication  of  these  clinics  worth  while? 
Our  Infantile  Mortality  figure  is  the  answer.  Of  these 
13  infant  deaths,  half  were  due  to  congenital  causes,  ages 
at  death  being  nine  hours,  one  day,  two  days,  six  days  and 
two  at  one  month ; the  other  six  were  due  to  respiratory 
disease,  five  being  due  to  Pneumonia  and  one  to  other 
respiratory  disease.  Ages  of  these  were  as  to  the  last, 
three  weeks,  and  the  Pneumonia  one  each’  at  two  and  five 
months,  two  at  six  months  and  one  at  eight  months,  the 
sixth  death  from  Pneumonia  not  being  found  in  the  local 
returns. 

As  regards  maternal  mortality,  three  deaths  occurred 
of  which  a full  description  is  given  in  the  appropriate 
place. 

There  was  a most  welcome  fall  in  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis,  only  16  being  assigned  to  this  cause  as  against 
24  in  1937. 


k. 
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Cause  of  Death. 

1937- 
All  Ages. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

X 

V 

CO 

Measles 

... 

1 

I 

F 

Diphtheria 

... 

1 

I 

F 

Influenza 

8 

16 

24 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

3 

10 

13 

M 

F 

Other  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

M 

F 

Syphilis 

I 

1 

2 

M 

F 

G.P.I.  Tabes,  etc. 

... 

1 

1 

F 

Cancer 

28 

38 

66 

M 

F 

Diabetes 

I 

5 

6 

M 

F 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

6 

10 

M 

F 

Heart  Disease 

62 

76 

138 

M 

F 

Aneurism  ... 

... 

3 

3 

F 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

7 

9 

16 

M 

F 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

7 

M 

F 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

14 

16 

30 

M 

F 

Other  Respiratory  Disease 

5 

5 

10 

M 

F 

Peptic  Ulcer 

3 

... 

3 

M 

Appendicitis 

2 

1 

3 

M 

F 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

1 

... 

1 

M 

Other  Liver  Disease 

... 

1 

1 

F 

Other  Digestive  Disease 

5 

2 

7 

M 

F 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

8 

7 

i5 

M 

F 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

... 

1 

1 

F 

Other  Puerperal  Disease  ... 

... 

2 

2 

F 

Congenital  Debility,  etc.  ... 

4 

2 

6 

M 

F 

Senility 

3 

12 

15 

M 

F 

Suicide  ... 

1 

4 

5 

M 

F 

Other  Violence  ... 

18 

9 

27 

M 

F 

Other  Defined  Disease 

24 

12 

36 

M 

F 

Totals 

207 

246 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
residents  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  district. 


<L> 

N 

>0 

►— < 

*0 

C) 

• 

<0 

65  and 
over 

c 

D 

1 

N 

1 

>0 

UO 

LT> 

rt 

b-> 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

000 

. . . 

j... 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

I 

5 

u 

... 

... 

•• 

2 

14 

(... 

. . • 

I 

♦ • • 

2 

• • • 

1- 

... 

• * « 

I 

5 

4 

... 

I- 

• • • 

I 

1 

... 

.. . 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

1 

• • • 

13 

• • • 

14 

. • » 

. . • 

. . . 

4 

18 

16 

• • • 

. . • 

• • . 

• • • 

1 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

t 

j 

I 

• . . 

• . . 

• • . 

2 

2 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

3 



I 

1 

13 

47 

1 

... 

2 

1 

12 

61 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

2 

1 

• • • 

4 

3 

1 

• . . 

2 

7 

J 

f... 

. . . 

• • • 

3 

... 

• . * 

• • . 

4 

1 

2 

I 

. . . 

5 

6 

1 

4 

. . . 

1 

1 

3 

7 

[... 

. . • 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

2 

1 

1 

• . . 

... 

. . . 

2 

1 

1 

) 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

. . . 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

• 0* 

• • 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

. . • 

. • • 

3 

2 

1... 

* • . 

• • • 

1 

1 

/... 

. . . 

2 

2 

4 

1... 

... 

... 

2 

5 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

... 

4 

... 

. • . 

1 

2 

. • . 

. . . 

... 

• • • 

• • « 

• • # 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

« • • 

12 

• • • 

• . • 

1 

• • « 

1 

2 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

6 

1 

9 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

I 

2 

. . . 

5 

• • • 

1 

1 

I 

4 

4 

13 

• • • 

1 

... 

I 

I 

2 

7 

-ii- 

2 

3 

4 

12 

42 

1 10 

266 

Two  deaths,  one  a male,  due  to  Influenza,  and  the  other  a female  infant  due  to  Pneumonia 

are  not  to  be  found  in  any  local  returns. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area. 

Public  Health  Officers.— During  1937  the  staff:  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  was  increased  proportionately 
with  requirements.  As  reported  last  year,  new  duties 
under  new  Acts  or  Ministry  of  Health  orders  cannot  be 
assumed  unless  adequate  staff  is  provided.  This  was 
thoroughly  realised  by  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Council  endorsed  their  action,  so  that  the  staff  has  now 
been  augmented  by  the  appointment  of  a second  fully 
trained  assistant  sanitary  inspector  and  also  a fourth 
Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse.  This  latter  appointment 
was  rendered  essential  if  home  visiting  was  not  to  suffer, 
as  further  clinics  attendance  was  rendered  necessary  to 
conform  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  order  to  provide 
Post-natal  and  Toddlers’  Clinics  separately  from  Ante- 
natal and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  Every 
effort  is  made  by  the  Council  to  leave  nothing  undone 
which  tends  to  the  betterment  of  the  Public  Health,  and 
I am  deeply  indebted  to  them  for  thus  so  ably  seconding 
my  efforts  in  this  direction.  Figures  subsequently  given 
indicate  clearly  the  increased  health  work  which  has  been 
rendered  possible  by  these  appointments.  One  important 
point  was  the  ability  to  keep  both  the  Clinics  openj  during 
the  summer  holidays  and  the  use  made  of  at  least  one  of 
them  proved  that  its  opening  filled  a want. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — The  following  Municipal  work 
was  done  during  1937  by  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital.  264  specimens  were 
examined,  of  which  212  were  swabs  for  Diphtheria,  44 
sputa  for  Tubercule  and  8 swabs  for  Haemolytic 
Streptococci.  Milk  examinations  including  the  Phosphatase 
Tests  were  also  carried  out.  and  are  detailed  elsewhere. 

The  above  264  specimens  included  those  submitted  by 
practitioners  and  paid  fob  by  the  Corporation  as  patients 
were  unable  to  do  so. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — This  work  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  it  is  most 
efficiently  performed,  more  cases  than  ever  being  dealt 
with  during  1937,  1,990  cases  being  removed  by  ambulance. 
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These  include  353  acidents,  617  long  distance  invalid 
transport  and  842  Borough  transport  cases.  Thirty-nine 
fire  calls  were  answered  and  in  in  all  2,699  cases  were 
handled  and  a mileage  of  20, 366 J miles  was  covered.  In 
addition,  the  nurses  of  the  Brigade  made  98  attendances 
at  the  Clinic  and  85  at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital. 
412  patients  were  treated  on  public  duty  and  297  off  duty. 
The  Brigade  is  composed  of  80  men,  32  nurses  and  27 
girl  cadets.  There  are  five  surgeons.  All  service  is 
entirely  voluntary  and  personnel  have  their  own  work  to 
do  pnd,  render  the  Brigade  service  in  their  own  time  and 
unpaid.  Excellent  work  is  clone  by  this  Brigade  of  great 
value  to  the  town. 

Infectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  ambulance  of 
the  Guildford  and  Godaiming  Joint  Hospital  Board,  an 
up-to-date  vehicle  of  latest  pattern. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — All  district  nursing  is  carried 
out  by  the  Queen’s  nurses  and  for  midwifery  there  are 
in  addition  seven  private  midwives.  Three  midwives  are 
employed  by  the  Association  for  the  district  and  three 
for  the  maternity  ward  in  the  Home. 

The  district  midwives  now  form  the  service  provided 
by  the  Corporation  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936. 

During  1937,  147  midwifery  cases  were  attended  as 
such  by  the  nurses  alone,  and  in  addition  18  as  maternity 
nurses  with  doctors.  In  their  Jarvis'  Home  wards  91  cases 
were  attended  by  the  midwives  alone  and  25  with  doctors, 
in  addition  to  three  miscarriages.  This  gives  a total  of 
281  births  attended  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses.  Of  these,  238 
were  attended  as  midwives  and  there  were  in  all  371  births 
attended  by  midwives  in  1937.  Of  domiciliary  cases  147 
cases  out  of  216  were  attended  by  Queen’s  Nurses,  giving 
a percentage  of  68  of  cases  attended  as  midwives.  In  all, 
midwives,  acting  as  such  and  as  maternity  nurses,  attended 
in  their  homes  252  cases,  of  which  165  were  attended  by 
Queen’s  Nurses,  giving  a percentage  of  65. 

The  five  general  Queen’s  Nurses  paid  1,360  visits  to 
126  children  under  five  years  of  age  suffering  from  various 
diseases  which  included  1 Ophthalmia,  4 Infantile 
Diarrhoea,  5 Influenza  and  8 Pneumonia.  Of  these 
children  2 died  and  4 were  sent  to  Hospital.  To  65 
children  over  5 yearsj  718  visits  were  paid.  These 
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included  5 cases  of  Pneumonia  and  5 of  Influenza.  Two 
children  were  sent  to  Hospital  and  none  died.  No  case 
of  measles  is  recorded  and  only  3 of  Whooping  Cough 
(in  infants  under  5). 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  new  Home  of  the 
Queen’s  Nurses,  opened  by  Queen  Mary  on  April  1st, 
1937,  has  already  dealt  with  an  increased  number  of 
maternity  cases,  116  cases  being  dealt  with  as  opposed  to 
111  in  1936.  But  the  falling  birth  rate  is  reflected  in  the 
drop  from  205  domiciliary  cases  attended  in  1936  to  the 
165  of  1937. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.— As  is  usual  the  Clinics 
have  dealt  with  a very  considerable  amount  of  work  during 
the  year.  Attendances  have  remained  most  satisfactorily 
high,  and  of  special  note  is  the  increasing  attendance  at 
the  little  Merrow  Clinic.  The  number  of  new  infants 
under  12  months  attending  this  Clinic  is  more  than  double 
the  number  of  1936.  This,  of  course,  indicates  not  only 
that  new  families  are  coming  into  Merrow  end  of  the 
town,  but  also  that  they  are  having  babies  and  bringing 
them,  to  the  Clinic.  Thus  is  the  enthusiasm  of  the  ladies 
of  Merrow,  who  so  kindly  help  at  the  Clinic  there,  meet- 
ing with  its  just  reward. 

The  total  number  of  children  on  register  at  all  Clinics 
shows  a drop  of  61,  but  these  children  made  an  increased 
number  of  attendances,  interviews  with  the  doctor  increased 
and  so  did  the  average  attendance  per  session. 

Owing  to  the  addition  of  two  more  Clinics — the 
Post-natal  and  the  Toddlers’ — another  lady  doctor  was 
appointed  in  March,  1937.  The  Clinics  are  now  divided 
as  follows  : — 

Dr.  Grantham  conducts  the  weekly  Ante-natal  Clinic 
at  Stoughton  on  Wednesday  afternoons.  On  alternate 
Wednesday  mornings  she  conducts  a Post-natal  Clinic  for 
mothers  at  Stoughton.  On  Thursday  afternoons  weekly 
she  takes  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Stoke 
Road,  Arundel  Plouse,  and  on  the  first  Monday  in  each 
month  she  takes  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic 
at  Merrow.  Dr.  Doris  Ball  takes  the  two  weekly  Clinics 
as  Stoughton  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 
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The  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  which  the  routine  medical 
inspection  of  children  at  2,  3 and  4 is;  carried  out  is  held 
weekly  alternately  at  Arundel  House  and  Stoughton  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

These  new  Clinics  were  readily  agreed  to  by  the 
Council  following  upon  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1622, 
and  the  visit  and  subsequent  Report  of  Dr.  Carol  Sims  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  from  both  of  which  sources  the 
suggestion  as  to  the  desirability  of  their  inception  was 
forthcoming. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. — During  1937,  35  more  mothers  than 
in  1936  attended  the  Ante-natal  Clinic,  a total  of  287, 
making  483  attendances.  This  gives  a percentage  of  36.5  of 
the  total  (live  and  still)  births,  or  52  per  cent,  of  births 
to  Guildford  residents ; a very  satisfactory  figure  and  a 
further  improvement  on  the  49  per  cent,  of  last  year. 

The  Post-natal  Clinic  at  once  proved  its  value  by  the 
fact  that  98  mothers  made  123  visits.  This  compares  with 
37  mothers  who  made  48  post-natal  attendances  in  1936, 
when  such  visits  had  to  be  made  to  the  Ante-natal  Clinic. 
Is  shows  clearly  that  the  additional  facilities  were  needed 
and  are  used. 

In  all,  385  mothers  made  606  attendances  at  40  ante 
and  16  post-natal  sessions.  The  Queen’s  Nurses  again 
brought  almost  all  their  cases  to  the  Municipal  Clinic. 
Other  Midwives  also  brought  cases  and  some  were  referred 
from  the  Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home. 

At  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  at  the  Queen ’s  Nurses 
Home  in  Stoughton  Road,  1,325  attendances  were  made. 
Of  these  there  were  282  new  mothers.  Eighty-three 
examinations  were  made  and  1,116  urines  were  tested.  516 
mothers  were  taken  to  the  Municipal  Ante-natal  Clinic 
or  Post-natal  Clinic  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses.  This  indicates 
that  282  were  taken  there  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
The  value  of  this  procedure  is  well  shown  by  the  fact  that 
several  cases  required  special  attention  which  was 
arranged.  One  was  sent  into  Warren  Road  Hospital  with 
raised  blood  pressure  and  albuminuria,  another  was  re- 
ferred to  her  own  doctor  for  the  same  cause,  while  four 
others  were  so  referred  for  varicose  veins. 
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There  were  542  live  births  notified  to  Guildford 
residents.  338  infants  under  12  months  old  were  brought 
to  the/  clinics  during  1937.  This  gives  a percentage  of  62 
of  the  live  births.  This  will  be  noted  to  be  a definite  drop 
from  73  per  cent,  of  1936.  It  may  be  that  the  reason  lies 
in  an  increased  number  of  births  to  those  mothers  who 
made  their  own  private  arrangements  and  do  not  attend 
Municipal  Clinics.  The  very  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  births  in  private  nursing  homes  in  1937,  a 
figure  of  156  as  against  85  in  1936  would  seem  to  support 
this  view. 

The  work  of  the  Clinics  throughout  the  year  is  set 
out  below  : — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  1937. 


Number  of  Sessions  ... 

Arundel 

House. 

47 

Stoughton. 

94 

Merrow. 

22 

Totals. 

163 

No.  on  Register — 

Expectant  Mothers  ... 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Children  over  1 year 

288 

467 

26 

778 

Children  under  1 year 

124 

159 

16 

299 

Totals  ... 

412 

628 

43 

1080 

Attendances — 

Expectant  Mothers  . . . 

— 

10 

6 

16 

Children  over  1 year 

910 

3058 

190 

4158 

Children  under  1 year 

1602 

2543 

182 

4327 

Totals  

2512 

5611 

378 

8501 

Average  attendance  per 

child  ... 

6.14 

8.94 

8.7 

7.85 

Average  attendance  per 

session 

53.44 

59.58 

16.9 

43.31 

Interviews  with  Doctor 

1433 

2493 

159 

4085 

Average  per  session  . . . 

30.48 

26.41 

14.4 

23.76 

Numbers  attending  for 
first  time — 

Children  over  1 year 

34 

76 

6 

86 

Children  under  1 year 

134 

189 

15 

338 

Expectant  Mothers. . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Numbers  from  outside 
the  Borough — 

Children  over  1 year 

2 

24 

2 

28 

Children  under  1 year 

4 

12 

2 

18 

Attendances 

52 

348 

26 

426 
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As  regards  the  supply  of  free  milk  to  necessitous 
mothers,  expenditure  under  this  head  is  greatly  increased 
by  the  fact  that  twice  the  numbed  of  mothers  in  1937  than 
in  1936  received  a supply.  Seventy-six  new  cases  out  of 
a total  of  151  received  a pint  of  fresh  milk  or  a pound 
of  dried  milk  for  a total  of  606  months.  109  cases  received 
fresh  milk  and  42  dried,  milk.  Of  these,  one  person 
received  fresh  milk  for  10  days,  3 for  1 week,  2 for  2 
weeks,  4 for  3 weeks,  1 for  6 weeks,  34  for  1 month,  4 for 
1-2  months,  25  for  2-3  months,  14  for1  3-4  months,  15  for 
4-5  months,  8 for  5-6  months,  7 for  6-7  months,  6 for  7-8 
months,  7 for  8-9  months,  5 for  9-10  months,  5 for  10 
months,  6 for  11  months  and  5 for  12  months. 

A total  of  1,678  gallons  of  liquid,  and  986  lbs.  of 
dried,  milk  was  supplied  in  addition  to  which  14  cartons 
of  malt  and  cod  liver  oil,  14  bottles  of  plain  cod  liver  oil 
and  3 cartons  of  Virol  were  supplied  free  of  charge.  Fresh 
milk  was  supplied  for  473  and  dried  milk  for  133  months. 
Fifty-seven  new  cases  had  fresh  and  19  dried  milk.  As 
before,  kind  assistance  of  a most  valuable  nature  was 
rendered  by  many  ladies,  to  whom  I tender  my  thanks 
and  those  of  the  Committee.  Miss  Gates  and  Miss  Gross 
were  co-opted  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  purposes. 

Miss  Gross  acted  as  lion,  Secretary  for  Arundel 
House,  replacing  Miss  Anne  Chaldecott,  to  whom 
thanks  are  due  for  her  good  work  while  she  was 
Hon.  Secretary.  At  Stoughton  Miss  Williamson  still 
kindly  acts  as  Secretary.  These  jobs  are  no  sinecure 
and  take  up  much  time  so  that  both  ladies  deserve  a 
special  word  of  praise  for  so  energetically  and  efficiently 
tackling  them.  Miss  Gross  is  indefatigable  in  following 
up  and  checking  accounts  and  devotes  much  energy  to 
that  as  well  as  to  the  adequate  representation  of  the 
claims  of  the  Clinics  on  the1  Health  Committee.  Other 
ladies  were : — Miss  Hobbs,  Miss  Finnemore,  Mrs. 
Thompson,  Miss  Lawn,  Miss  Venables,  Mrs.  Faggetter, 
Mrs.  Capewell,  Miss  Edge,,  Miss  Allen,  Miss  Hunt,  Mrs. 
Hides,  Miss  Edgeley,  Mrs.  Benham,  Mrs.  West,  Mrs. 
Davies,  Mrs.  Streatfield,  Mrs.  Preston,  Mrs.  Gilliat  and  Mrs. 
Eustace. 

Toddlers’  Clinic. — Initiated  in  compliance  with  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  1622  this  Clinic  was  started  in  May, 
the  first  session  being  held  on  April  30th.  A routine 
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medical  examination  of  children  at  ages  2,  3 and  4 is 
carried  out  and  cards  entered  which  will  be  passed  to  the 
schools  in  due  course.  Any  treatment  found  necessary 
is  arranged  for.  420  children  were  invited  to  attend  at 
21  sessions  and)  260  actually  attended,  making  an  average 
\ per  session  of  11  at  Stoughton  and  13  at  Stoke  Road, 
the  combined  average  attendance  per  session  being  12.4. 
Dental  defects  were  commonest  and  treatment  advisd.  As 
there  are  about  800  children  aged  2 to  4 years  in  the 
Borough,  in  the  six  months  half  were  invited  for  ex- 
amination, and  of  these  over  half  appeared.  I hope 
attendance;  will  further  improve,  though  I believe  a 
50  per  cent,  attendance  at  these  Clinics  is  usual.  I hope 
we  shall  get  the  whole  800  annually  in  due  course  as  the 
work  becomes  known. 


Return  of  Work  for  Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  Dental  Clinics. 

JANUARY  TO  DECEMBER,  1937. 


Mothers. 

Toddlers. 

Attendances  

406 

Attendances  

156 

Cases  

82 

Cases  ...  

83 

Extractions  

859 

Extractions  

275 

L/A 

7 

N20 

112 

N20 

jl  i vy  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

67 

Fillings  

32 

Fillings  

23 

Scalings  

1 

Impressions  

90 

Bites  

42 

Trials  

45 

Dentures  

80 

General  Anaesthetics 

1 

General  Anaesthetics 

7 

X-Ray  Exposures  ... 

12 

Mr.  Lewis  continued  the  dental  treatment  of  mothers 
and  toddlers  during  1937,  holding  Clinics  alternately  at 
Arundel  House  and  Stoughton.  Unfortunately,  the 
number  of  cases  treated  has  fallen,  for  in  1936  he  treated 
110  mothers  and  95  children,  while  in  1937  he  treated  82 
mothers  and  83  children,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  in  1936  Mr.  Lewis  had  assistance  which  was  not 
forthcoming  in  1937.  Therefore,  he  was  unable  to  give 
more  time  to  this  branch  of  his  work. 
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Tuberculosis  Dispensary.— The  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  attends  at  the  Surrey  County  Council  Dispensary, 
49  Farnham  lioad,  on  the  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays 
and  every  Friday  at  10  a.m.  and  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesdays  at  5.30  p.m.  To  this  Dispensary  practitioners 
can  refer  suspected  cases,  or  a telephone  message  will 
bring  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  visit  any  case  in  his  own 
home. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. — The  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  conducts  this  Clinic  at  the  Royal  Surrey  County 
Hospital  on  Mondays  for  females  and  Fridays  for  males, 
from  4.30  to  7 p.m.  As  in  Tuberculosis,  practitioners  can 
send  their  suspects  for  advice  or  treatment. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. — A Branch  Clinic  of  the  National 
Birth  Control  Association  was  opened  in  Guildford  about 
three  years  ago.  The  Clinic  is  staffed  by  a Medical  Officer 
appointed  by  the  Association  and  is  held  in  Arundel 
House,  Stoke  Road,  the  premises  of  the  Municipal  Clinic, 
by  the  permission  of  the  Corporation.  At  first  the  Clinic 
was  held  fortnightly  and  did  not  attract  a very  high 
attendance.  During  the  past  year,  however,  the  attendance 
ha£  increased,  and  some  113  patients  were  catered  for. 
A considerable  number  of  these  came  from  places  at  a 
distance. 

A few  particulars  included  in  the  latest  report 
published  by  the  Association  are  of  considerable  interest. 
The  Clinic  is  dependent  upon  voluntary  contributions  and 
has  been  quite  well  supported  in  this  respect,  having  at 
present  quite  a good  balance  in  hand.  There  is.  no  doubt 
that  this  work  is  of  an  extremely  useful  nature.  Not  in- 
frequently one  comes  across  families  which  are  far  too 
large  for  their  slender  means.  Unless  there  is  some 
definite  pathological  reason  such  cases  cannot  be  officially 
recommended  to  attend  the  Clinic  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Regulations  on  the  subject,  but  these 
are  certainly  cases  which  should  do  so,  as  it  must  be  clear 
that  parents  should  be  able  to  look  after  their  children 
and  should  not  have  to  look  for  pecuniary  aid  from  other 
sources.  Moreover,  not  only  do  too  many  children 
diminish  the  resistance  of  the  mother  to  disease,  but  as  each 
new  mouth  arrives,  which  has  to  be  fed,  so  much  less  is 
there  for  the  rest  of  the  family.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  the  size  of  the  family  should  depend  upon  the  means 
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available  for  their  maintenance,  and  adequate  spacing 
of  children  is  not  only  of  great  advantage  to  the  mother  ’s 
health,  but  to  the  pocket  as  well.  While  these  kind  of  cases 
are  catered  for  there  is  no  question  that  Clinics  such  as 
the  one  in  Guildford  are  doing  excellent  work. 


Health  Propaganda  and  Air  Raid  Precautions. 

Health  Propaganda^ — -In  connection  with  the  particular 
call  to  health  made  by  the  Prime  Minister,  the  scheme 
proposed  for  the  County  by  the  Surrey  County  Council 
was  adopted  in  Guildford  and  five  Health  Days  were 
arranged.  The  first  of  these  was  held  in  October,  1937, 
the  second  in  December,  the  third  in  January,  1938,  the 
fourth  in  February  and  fifth  in  March.  Each  Health  Day 
was  essentially  the  same  in  its  planning,  commencing  with 
a show  of  Health  Films  for  the  school  children  at  the 
Odeon  Cinema,  which  was  very  much  appreciated  and  was 
attended  by  some  1,200  children  on  each  occasion.  There 
was  then  a meeting  for  mothers  in  the  afternoon,  which 
for  the  first  two  times  was  held  in  a Hall,  and  for  the  last 
three  times  at  the  Stoughton  Clinic.  In  the  evening  there 
was  a lecture  for  the  general  public.  Arrangements  were 
made  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  who 
provided  the  films  shown  at  all  meetings  and  also  arranged 
for  lectures. 

On  the  whole,  unfortunately,  meetings  were  not  well 
attended.  At  the  last  Health  Day,  demonstrating 
“ National  Fitness,”  the  evening  meeting  consisted  of 
demonstrations  by  the  school  children,  which  were  very 
much  appreciated.  The  response  of  the  general  public  to 
these  lectures  and  films  on  health  subjects  was,  however, 
distressingly  small,  so  that  it  would  not  appear  that  any 
such  campaign  in  this  town  meets  with  much  success, 
although  the  subject  matter  of  thd  lectures  was  extremely 
good.  Most  useful  cookery  demonstrations  were  given  to 
the  mothers  in  the  afternoons,  and  the  talks  then  given 
were  most  instructive.  It  would  appear,  however,  that-  the 
general  public  are  not  interested  in  these  matters. 

Air  Raid  Precautions — Medical  Services. — A good  deal  of 
work  has  been  done1  during  the  year  under  the  above 
heading  in  connection  with  the  medical  side  of  Air  Raid 
Precautions.  This  work  was  really  commenced  in  October, 
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1936,  when  a meeting  of  all  the  Medical  Practitioners  in 
the  neighbourhood  was  held  and  addressed  by  Colonel 
Cowell,  d.s.o.,  f.r.c.s.,  a.d.m.s.,  44th  Division,  T.A.  This 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  courses  of  instruction  for 
doctors  and  nurses,  which  were  well  attended. 

I made  a report  in  October,  1936,  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee drawing  their  attention  to  the  necessity  for  making 
some  preparation  for  Air  Paid  Precautions  and  informing 
them  of  the  classes  beng  arranged  by  the  Home  Office 
lecturer,  Colonel  Wallace.  In  November,  1936,  I made  a 
further  detailed  report  to  the  Council,  informing  them 
that  I had  been  elected  Chairman,  of  the  Air  Paid 
Precautions  Committee  of  the  Guildford  Branch  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  and  also  that  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  F.  G.  England,  had  attended  a 
course  at  the  Civilian  Anti-Gas  School,  at  Falfield,  and 
obtained  a First  Class  Certificate  as  Instructor.  I reported 
on  the  establishment  of  First  Aid  Posts  and  Decontamina- 
tion Centres,  giving  their  positions. 

In  December,  1936,  public  meetings  were  held  in  the 
Borough  Hall  and  at  Stoughton,  the  audiences  being 
addressed  by  Wing-Commander  Steel  Perkins,  of  the 
Home  Office  Air  Paid  Precautions  Department.  Un- 
fortunately, at  this  time  the  response  of  the  general  public 
was  very  unsatisfactory.  I addressed  several  meetings  on 
the  subject  and  conducted  in  Guildford  a course  of  Anti- 
Gas  Instruction  following  my  attendance  at  a special 
course  of  instruction  at  the  Civilian  Anti-Gas  School  at 
Falfield  for  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

In  December,  1936,  I prepared  a very  full  report  on 
the  medical  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  casualties. 
A further  communication  on  the  general  subject  of  Air 
Raid  Precautions,  prepared  by  myself,  was  delivered  to 
a meeting  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and1  sub- 
sequently sent  to  the  Press. 

Seeing  the  volume  of  work  which  the  proper  conduct 
of  Air  Raid  Precautions  would  entail,  I suggested  the 
appointment  of  an  Air  Paid  Precautions  Officer,  and  this 
appointment  was  made  from  April  1st,  1937. 

Since  that  date  the  full  responsibility  for  Air  Raid 
Precautions  in  Guildford  has  been  taken  off  my  hands,  but 
the  medical  aspect  and  arrangements  for  casualties,  etc., 
still  remains  in  my  charge  and  is  the  subject  of  constant 


20 


communication  between  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Officer 
and  myself.  I am  glad  to  state  that  thy  work  done)  during 
1937  has  at  last  rendered  the  population  of  Guildford 
“ air  raid  ” minded. 

During  1937,,  230  persons  were  recruited  for  the 
medical  services  and  duly  attached  to  units  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society  or  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
Other  training  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

Notification  of  Births. — The  number  of  births  notified  in 
Guildford  during  1937  is  higher  than  ever.  The  figure 
has  now  risen  to  786  from  500  average  annually  to  1934. 
Of  these,  244  were  non-residents  merely  coming  into  this 
town  for  the  confinement ; 773  total  births  were  notified 
officially,  of  which  399  were  males  and  358  females.  Still- 
births were  only  16,  half  the  number  of  1936.  Thirteen 
births  were  registered,  but  not  notified,  7 male  and  6 
female.  Of  the  11  illegitimate  births  2 were  males  and 
9 females.  To  Guildford  residents  there  were  542  live 
and  10  still-births.  Doctors  notified  317  births,  midwives 
414,  and  both  52.  The  figures  given  by  the  Registrar 
General,  obtained  by  the  addition  of  births  to  Guildford 
residents  in  other  districts  are  as  follows 545  live  and 
16  still-births,  giving  a birth  rate  of  13.86  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total 
births  is  28.5  or  0.42  per  1,000  estimated  population,  as 
compared  with  0.60  for  the  country  as  a wdiole. 

The  number  of  births  in  instutions  again  shows  an 
increase,  being  4881  against  386  for  1936 ; a 200  increase  in 
2 years.  Of  these,  2 took  placed  in  the  Royal  Surrey 
County  Hospital,  216  at  Warren  Road  Hospital,  114  at 
the  Queen’s  Nurses’  Jarvis  Maternity  Home,  and  156  in 
private  Nursing  Homes.  This  last  figure  is  almost  double 
that  of  1936  and  is  due  to  the  fact  that  150  births  occurred 
in  the  Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home,  of  which  58  were 
residents. 

The  percentage  of  institutional  to  total  births  is  62, 
the  highest  it  has  ever  been  and  shows  clearly  that  it  is 
annually  becoming  less  necessary  to  make  arrangements 
for  domiciliary  midwifery. 

Ante-natal  and  Puerperal  Fever  cases  are  admitted  to 
Warren  Road  Hospital,  where  special  provision  has  been 
made.  Further  provision  of  maternity,  beds  is  contem- 
plated by  the  County  Council  at  this  Hospital  and  the 
increasing  use  made  of  it  justifies  such  additional 
accommodation. 
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Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  three  deaths  associated 
with  pregnancy  during  1937.  One  took  place  in  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital  and  was  ascribed  to  general 
septecaemia  following  evacuation  of  the  uterus  due  to  an 
inevitable  abortion  of  about  three  months  ’ pregnancy  and 
primary  Haemorrhage.  Another  case  was  ascribed  to 
Haemorrhage  following  an  ectoptic  pregnancy  ruptured 
24  hours  before  admission,  and  took  place  in  the  Warren 
Road  Hospital,  to  which  the  patient  had  been  taken  as  a 
surgical  emergency  too  late  to  save.  The  last  case  also 
took  place  in  the  same  hospital  and  was  attributed  to 
post-partum  Haemorrhage  due  to  a retained  placenta.  All 
these  deaths  would  appear  to  have  been  inevitable  and 
the  patients  to  have  received  every  attention. 

In  the  case  of  the  last  there  was  some  question  of  a 
blood  donor  of  the  requisite  group  not  being  availible,  but 
death  supervened  so  quickly  upon  the  haemorrhage  that  it 
is  doubtful  if  a blood  transfusion  would  have  saved  the 
patient  who,  of  course,  had  salines.  It  will  be  noted  that 
all  these  persons  had  hospital  treatment  and  such  is  always 
available  for  complicated  cases.  The  services  of  Mr.  H.  B. 
Butler,  f.r.c.s.e.,  were  available  throughout  the  year  for 
any  doctor  who  required  his  expert  assistance  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Council.  He  was  called  in  consultation  live 
times  during  the  year  and  performed  several  obstretric 
operations  at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  for  which 
the  Council  accepted  liability  and  paid  the  fees  as  if  the 
patient  had  been  admitted  to  Warren  Road  Hospital,  with 
which  Institution  there  is  an  Agreement.  It  often  happens 
that  obstretric  cases  are  sent  to  the  Royal  Surrey  County 
Hospital  by  their  doctors  as  an  emergency  measure,  and 
these  cases  obviously  must  be  afforded  the  same  facilities. 

Pathological  examinations  for  maternity  cases  are 
carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Royal  Surrey  County 
Hospital  at  the  expense  of  the  Council  if  required. 

For  an  emergency  blood  transfusion  the  services  of 
donors  is  always  available  at  five  minutes’  notice  to  Mr. 
Austin  Bristow,  “ Farley,”  Beckingham  Road  (Tel.  : 148), 
or  c/o.  Mr.  Peatfield  (Tel. : 122),  who  has  20  universal 
donors  available. 


Infant  Feeding. — Of  the  542  live  births  to  Guildford 
residents  which  took  place  in  the  town,  360  were  breast 
fed  and  37  wholly  bottle  fed.  Thirty-nine  were  breast  and 
bottle  fed.  The  particulars  of  the  other  106  are  not 


available  as  being  infants  of  persons  not  dealt  with  by  the 
Health  Visitors.  The  percentage  then  of  breast  fed 
children  to  the  total  births  is  66 , and  of  children  who  wTere 
wholly  or  partly  breast  fed’  73,  which  is  very  satisfactory 
and  might  quite  possibly  be  increased  if  the  method  of 
feeding  of  the  other  106  were  known. 

INFANT  FEEDING. 

Months  1 23456789  10  11  Tot’l 

Breast  Fed  ...  96  41  50  33  27  23  23  24  33  9 1 360 

Bottle  Fed  ...  6 8 4 2 2 2 2 4 4 3 — 37 

Breast  and 

Bottle  Fed  ...  8 5 3 2 3 3 5 4 4 1 1 39 

Hospital  Provision. — Hospitals  catering  for  Guildford 
are  two  General  and  one  Isolation.  The  reports  of  these 
institutions  are  here  given  summarised  as  necessary.  The 
voluntary  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  offers  216  beds 
(194-  general  and  22  private).  During  1937,  3,196  in- 
patients were  treated,  2,877  general,  and  319  private. 
Out-patients  made  13,116  attendances.  The  number  of 
road  accidents  received  during  1937  was  larger  than  ever, 
being  173  in  place;  of  the  170  of  1936,  and  123  of  1935.  Of 
these,  all  in-patients  12  died.  Their  stay  in  hospital 
represented  37  bed  days.  879  in-patients  and  2,780 
out-patients  were  Guildford  residents,  being  more  in,  but 
very  much  fewer  out-patients  than  in  1936.  Specialists 
in  all  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery  are  available  for 
consultation  at  this  Hospital,  which  is  possessed  of  all 
modern  equipment  and  an  up-to-date  Pathological 
Laboratory. 

An  extremely  illuminating  and  interesting  report  on 
the  Warren  Road  Hospital  of  the  Surrey  County  Council 
has  been  kindly  sent  me  by  the  Medical  Superintendent, 
Dr.  J.  O.  M.  Rees,  which,  as  it  explains  so  fully’  the  work 
and  improved  equipment  of  this  Institution  in  the  last 
ten  years,  I thought  should  be  included  in  this  Report. 
This  Hospital  caters  for  the  needs  of  the  less  fortunate 
members  of  the  community  and  the  efforts  at  modernisa- 
tion which  have  been  made  cannot  be  properly  appreciated 
unless  adequately1  described  asi  they  are  by  Dr.  Rees,  who 
was  personally  responsible  for  initiating  the  improvements 
described,  as  he  was  the  first  full-time  Officer  appointed 
nine  years  ago. 

WARREN  ROAD  HOSPITAL. 

During  1937  the  work  has  shown  a general  increase, 
and  the  accommodation  of  the  266  beds  has  been  fully 
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utilised.  Particularly  has  this  been  so  in  the  Maternity 
Department,  the  number  of  patients  being  225,  which  in- 
cluded a larger  proportion  of  abnormal  and  complicated 
cases;  the  number  of  live  births  was  220,  and  still  births 
5.  The  number  of  expectant  mothers  cared  for  by  the 
Ante-natal  Clinic  was  202  and  the  total  number  of 
attendances  1,055.  The  total  number  of  admission  to  the 
Hospital  during  the  year  was  1,609. 

In  view  of  the  pending  appropriation  of  the  Hospital 
Section  to  the  Public  Health  Administration  on  April  1st, 
1938,  and  the  many  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
character  and  scope  of  the  work  performed  at  the  Warren 
Road  Hospital  during  the  past  ten  years,  a brief  survey 
of  the  period  may  be  of  interest.  In  1928,  known  as  the 
Guildford  Infirmany,  the  wards  provided  accommodation 
for  120  beds  mostly  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  chronic 
sickness,  and  since  the  accommodation  has  more  than 
doubled,  attaining  its  present  maximum  of  266  beds  in 
1932.  Each  year  the  demands  made  upon  the  accommoda- 
tion have  increased,  as  shown  by  the  following  : — 

Number  of  Admissions. 

1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937 
556  781  860  880  959  961  1171  1209  1504  1609 


Comparison  of  the  Nursing  Staff  shows  a proportionate 
increase  : — 


1937  (64) 


1928  (27) 

Matron 
Senior  Sister 
Night  Sister 
3 Ward  Sisters 
21  Probationers 


Matron 
Asst.  Matron 
Home  Sister 
Sister  Tutor 
Night  Sister 


5 Ward  Sisters 
16  Staff  Nurses 
8 Asst.  Nurses 
27  Probationers 
3 Male  Nurses 


Glancing  through  my  Committee  Reports  I find  that 
the  number  of  improvements  advocated  and  considered  has 
been  very  large,  but  the  following,  chosen  as  the  most 
important  will  indicate  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
during  the  decade  : — 


Treatment  Facilities.— The  operating  theatre  thoroughly 
equipped  with  instruments,  new  table  and  anaesthetic 
apparatus,  shadowless  lighting,  etc.,  with  addition  of 
separate  anaesthetic,  sterilising  and  surgeon’s  rooms.  It  is 
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shortly  to  be  replaced  by  an  entirely  new  unit.  An  X-ray 
and  electro-medical  department  was  installed  in  1929,  and 
is  soon  to  be  brought  up-to-date  by  installation  of  a new 
plant.  A pathological  laboratory  was  added  in  1932. 

Staff.— The  following  additions  have  been  made  : — 

Visiting  Surgeon. 

„ Radiologist. 

,,  Obstetrician. 

Resident  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

Dental  Surgeon. 

Dispenser. 

Masseuse. 

Accommodation. — Has  been  increased  from  120  to  266 
beds,  due  to  additional  wards  and  re-classification  of 
patients  as  follows  : — 

Separate  Block  to  accommodate  70  chronic  cases. 

Additional  male  ward  and  children’s  ward. 

Male  mental  ward. 

Maternity  Department. — Owing  to  the  steady  increase 
in  this  work,  additional  accommodation  and  facilities 
were  provided  in  1934.  This  has  already  proved  to  be  in- 
adequate, and  sympathetic  consideration  has  been  given 
to  a Report  of  January,  1937,  advocating  the  provision 
of  an  entirely  new  Maternity  Block  equipped  with  all 
modern  facilities. 

A ward  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  peurperal  sepsis 
from  the  south-western  area  of  Surrey  was  provided  in 
1934. 

Food  Service. — Centralisation  of  kitchen  arrangements 
with  provision  of  new  kitchen  and  distributing  equipment 
was  affected  in  1932. 


New  Nurses  Home.— -First,  advocated  in  1930,  it  will  be 
a source  of  pleasure  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the  good 
work  of  the  nurses  to  learn  that  the  splendid  extension 
of  the  Nurses’  Home  is  an  accomplished  fact,  providing 
accommodation  for  75  nurses. 
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1933-34  Programme  of  Improvements. — The  many  im- 
provements included  in  this  programme,  and  which  are  at 
present  under  construction,  include  the  following : — 

New  operating  theatre  and  X-ray  department. 

Mental  Observation  Block. 

Isolation  Block. 

Dispensary. 

New  entrance. 

Provision  of  good  roads. 

Provision  of  balconies  to  all  the  wards. 

Improvement  in  the  amenities  of  the  Hospital,  e.g., 
removal  of  the  barrier  walls. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  realised  that  a complete 
transformation  has  taken  place  during  the  past  ten  years 
in  the  character  and  purpose  of  the  Warren  Road  Hospital. 
The  importance  of  the  growing  demands  upon  the  services 
of  the  Hospital  has  been  given  careful  consideration  by 
those  who  are  concerned  with  its  management  and  the 
pending  appropriation  to  the  Public  Health  administration 
will  see  the  culmination  of  their  many  untiring  efforts 
during  the  past  few  years  to  serve  those  who  need 
hospital  treatment. 

J.  0.  M.  REES, 
Medical  Superintendent. 


Isolation  Hospital  provision  is  made  at  the  Woodbridge 
Hospital  of  the  Guildford  and  Godaiming  Joint  Hospital 
Board.  Smallpox  cases  are  now  taken  by  the  Surrey  County 
Council  to  their  hospital  at  Clandon,  the  Whitmoor 
Hospital  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  is  closed.  The 
Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer,  who  is  also  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  as  follows : — 

Admissions  to  Hospital  during  1937. 


Scarlet  Diph-  Ery-  Typh- 


District 

Guildford  M.B.  ... 
Godaiming 
Guildford  R.D.  ... 

Hambledon  R.D.. 
Farnham  U.D.  ... 


Fever  theria  sips:  oid 

102  25  — 6 

19  3 

15  10  1 — 

3 1 

8 8 


Other  Total 

Prop: 
per  1,000 

popn.  Deaths. 

— 133 

3.4  1 (Diph.) 

— 22 

1.7  — 

— 26 

0.8  1 (Septic 

— 4 

Pneumonia) 
Not  available 

— 16 

— - M — 

Mytchett  ...  1 (Transferred  to  Aldershot  Hospital) 


— 2 


148  47  1 6 — 202 
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Regarding  the  admissions  from  Farnham,  these  ad- 
missions were  made  at  a time  when  the  Farnham 
Isolation  Hospital  was  over-crowded  and  unable  to  deal 
with  them. 

The  only  demand  made  upon  the  isolation  provision 
of  the  Hospital  of  any  special  nature  during  the  year  was 
in  connection  with  the  admission  of  a case  of  erysipelas 
from  the  Guildford  Rural  District.  No  demand  was  made 
on  account  of  any  cases  of  measles  or  any  other  disease, 
except  those  previously  catered  for. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  during  1937  was  very 
low  and  it  is  obvious  that  this  year  must  be  regarded  as 
a trough  year,  which  occurs  in  a period  of  years.  The 
last  year  was  in  1932,  when  there  were  only  197  cases  in 
hospital,  and  in  1931  there  were  132.  Previous  to  that, 
1927  showed  only  155  admissions. 

Scarlet  Fever.— The  disease  was,  on  the  whole,  of  a 
very  mild  nature  and  did  not  occasion  any  epidemics  in 
any  part  of  the  district  during  the  year.  In  the  majority 
of  cases  patients  only  had  to  be  detained  in  hospital  for 
the  minimum  period  of  four  weeks,  but  four  cases  had 
otitis  media. 

One  mastoid  operation  was*  performed  by  Mr.  Jobson 
and  was  quite  successful. 

There  was  no  cross-infection  of  any  kind  during  the 
year,  which  was  extremely  satisfactory.  The  routine  ad- 
ministration of  anti-toxin  to  each  case  was  continued  and 
I think  that  this  procedure  is  justified  by  the  very  rapid 
lowering  of  temperature  occasioned  thereby  and  the  rapid 
restitution  of  well-being  to  the  patient  which  results.  As 
practically  no  complications  arose,  with  the  exception  of 
the  few  cases  of  otitis  above-mentioned,  no  importance  can 
be  placed  upon  the  effect  of  anti-toxin  in  this  connection. 
There  were,  asj  usual,  a certain  number  of  cases  who 
developed  a second  attack  of  scarlet  fever  while  in 
hospital,  due  as  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  to  infection 
by  a different  type  of  scarlet  fever  from  that  one  for 
which  the  child  was  admitted.  This  also  was  responsible 
for  the  occurrence  of  a few  return  cases  on  the  return 
home  of  patients  who  seemed  clinically  perfectly  fit  in 
every  respect.  It  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  if  an 
infection  is  going  to  run  through  a household  it  will  do  so 
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with  the  occurrence  of  the  first  case.  If  this  does  not 
happen  and  infection  of  other  members  of  the  household 
occurs  after  the  return  from  hospital  of  the  first  case,  it 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  infection  brought  home  was 
not  the  infection  carried  away.  In  other  words,  the  child 
has  implanted  upon  its  throat  germs  of  a different  type  of 
scarlet  fever  than  the  one  with  which  he  was  originally 
infected,  and  although  in  the  majority  of  cases  he  is  not 
suffering  from  the  second  infection,  yet  he  is  capable  of 
carrying  these  germs  and  infecting  his  family  with  them. 
There  seems  absolutely  no  means  whatever  of  preventing 
this  occurrence  as  it  is  obviously  impossible  to  keep  each 
case  of  scarlet  fever  separate  from  its  neighbour  and  even 
the  provision  of  convalescent  wards  fails  in  this  respect, 
as  it  is  impossible,  without  typing,  to  know  to  which  type  of 
infection  a case  belongs.  The  Pathological  Laboratory  at 
the  Royal,  Surrey  County  Hospital  are  not  able  to  under- 
take the  work  of  thus  differentiating  between  the  different 
types  of  scarlet  fever  infection  as  it  is  a very  highly 
technical  bacteriological  problem.  Under  these  circum- 
stances there  is  no  means  at  all  of  knowing  whether  a child 
is  suffering  from  type  1,  2 or  3 of  scarlet  fever  infection 
and  therefore  no  means  of  separating  types  1 or  2,  as 
clinically  they  are  identical.  A most  interesting  complica- 
tion arose  in  that  a child  of  10  wras  admitted  to  hospital 
with  scarlet  fever  in  an  advanced  stage  of;  uraemia 
consequent  upon  an  attack  of  acute  nephritis.  This  child 
after  lying  for  several  days  unconscious,  recovered. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  only  47  cases  of  diphtheria 
during  the  year,  but  several  of  these  were  very  seriously 
ill,  and  in  two  laryngeal  cases  a tracheotomy  was  success- 
fully performed.  These  cases,  who  appeared  to  be  in 
extremis,  fortunately  recovered  satisfactorily.  The 
convalescence  of  several  of  the  diphtheria  cases  was  very 
prolonged  owing  to  the  appearance  of  a diphtheritic 
paralysis  which  took  a very  long  time  to  clear.  The 
majority,  however,  of  the  diphtheria  cases  were  very  mild 
and  an  unusually  large  number  of  patients  were  sent  in 
as  suffering  from  diphtheria  when  they  were  found,  after 
admission,  not  to  be  so  suffering.  There  were,  in  all,  21 
of  these.  Most  of  them  were!  found  to  be  purely  cases  of 
tonsillitis,  one  admitted  as  laryngeal  diphtheria  proved  to 
be  suffering  from  pneumonia,  and  one  had  influenza. 
Although  it  is  true  that  there  was  an  unusually  large 
number  of  cases  sent  in  which  proved  not  to  have  the 
disease,  I do  not  wish  to  place  any  hindrance  in  the  way 
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of  practitioners  sending  suspected  cases,  as  it  is  far  better 
for  a child  to  be  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria 
than  for  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  to  be  left  until  too 
late.  One  very  interesting  case  sent  in  as  Diphtheria  was 
a visitor  to  the  Guildford  Rural  District  from  Letchworth. 
He  died  the  day  after  admission;  a post  mortem  examina- 
tion revealed  the  cause  of  death  as  septic  pneumonia 
following  upon  septic  tonsillitis.  He  had  apparently  come 
into  the  district  to  recuperate  from  the  tonsillitis. 

Typhoid. — There  were  six  admissions  from  the  Borough 
of  Guildford,  of  whom  five  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from,  Paratyphoid  B,  Exhaustive  enquiries 
failed  to  lead  to  the  source  of  infection.  Samples  of 
water,  milk  and  ice-cream,  all  of  which  were  taken  from 
the  houses,  or  from  the  farms  supplying  the  houses  in 
question,  proved  negative  to  the  typhoid  infection,  and 
drainage  was  in  order.  The  cases  were  all  mild  and  re- 
covered in  a very  short  time.  One  child  proved  to  be  a 
carrier,  although  clinically  uninfected. 

Deaths. — The  two  deaths  during  the  year  were  due, 
one  to  severe  diphtheria  which  attacked  nearly  all  the 
child  members  of  a Guildford  family  and  proved  fatal  to 
one.  She  was  admitted  in  a very  advanced  stage  of  the 
disease  and  died  oi^  the  fourth  day  after  admission. 

The  other  was  that  from  septic  pneumonia  above 
reported  on. 

Diagnosis.— As  above-mentioned,  the  number  of  cases 
sent  in  and  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease 
for  which  they  were  admitted  was  very  much  larger  than 
usual.  Numbers  were  as  follows. 

Prom  Guildford  M.B. — 2 cases  sent  as  Scarlet  Fever. 

10  as  Diphtheria. 

Prom  Guildford  R.D. — fi  as  Diphtheria. 

Prom  Hambledon  R.D. — 1 as  Diphtheria. 

Prom  Godaiming — 1 as  Diphtheria. 

Prom  Parnham — 2 as  Diphtheria. 

Population,  1937. — The  figures  for  the  admissions  during 
the  year  under  thei  heading  proportion  per  1,000,  wrere 
worked  upon  populations  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  mid-1936.  As  the  figure  is  not  available  for 
the  part  of  the  Hambledon  Rural  District  served  by  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  this  figure  cannot  be  included.  For 
Parnham,  of  course,  no  figure  is  given  as  the  admissions 
were  only  a proportion  of  the  cases  which  arose  in  Farn- 
ham  during  the  year. 

(Signed)  P.  A.  BEL  AM,  Medical  Officer. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  during  the 
past  ten  years  : — 


Year 

Guildford 

M.B. 

Godaiming 

M.B. 

Guildford 

R.D. 

Hambledon 

R.D. 

Totals 

1928 

132 

37 

70 

31 

304 

1929 

208 

31 

112 

80 

505 

1930 

35 

11 

35 

18 

247 

1931 

44 

17 

21 

42 

182 

1932 

61 

25 

53 

35 

197 

1933 

90 

21 

79 

41 

264 

1934 

169 

27 

113 

37 

508 

1935 

198 

20 

79 

59 

419 

1936 

254 

65 

59 

35 

413 

1937 

133 

22 

26 

4 

202 

1,324 

276 

647 

382 

3,241 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services.' — The  action  taken  by 
the  Council  in'  order  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1936,  was  to  enter  into?  an  agreement  with 
the  Guildford  Branch  of  the  Queen’s  District  Nursing 
Association.,  Ast  60  per  cent,  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery 
of  the  town  was  already  in  the  hands  of  this  Association, 
and  this  work,  as  well  as  being  supervised  by  the  Local 
Authority,  was  also  under  the  personal  control  of  their 
very  efficient  Lady  Superintendent,  Miss  Campion,  and  had 
a third  supervision  from  the  Queen’s  Nursing  Head- 
quarters in  London,  it  was  felt  that  the  midwifery  could 
not  be  placed  in  better  hands.  It  was  appreciated  that 
less  and  less!  domiciliary  midwifery  was  being  done 
annually  owing  to  the  increasing  popularity  of  institutional 
provision.  Therefore  the  arrangement  made  was  that  the 
Association  should  provide  three  midwives  who  were  fully 
trained  and  Queen’s  Nurses,  to  carry  out  the  domiciliary 
midwifery  of  the  town  for  the  sum  of  £250.  It  was  con- 
sidered that  this  sum  was  adequate  to  ensure  a payment 
of  a salary  equivalent  to  £200  a year  to  each  midwife  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  all  fees  obtained  were  to  be  retained 
by  the  Association.  If  it  was  proved  that  three  midwives 
were  not  enough,  an  additional  one  could  be  obtained  and 
the  necessity  for  her  engagement  explained  when  reim- 
bursed would  be  made  in  the  following  manner.  If  in  any 
year  midwives  had  to  attend  more  than  225  domiciliary 
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cases,  the  sum  of  £1  for  each  additional  case  would  be 
paid.  The  fees  to  be  charged  by  the  Association  to 
patients  were  fixed  at  £2  2s.  Od.  for  non-contributors  to 
the  Provident  Scheme  of  the  Association,  and  £2  2s.  Od. 
for  contributors,  less  proportion  of  contribution  to  be 
allocated  in  reduction  of  fee  9/- 

Thirty-two  midwives  notified  their  intention  to 
practice  during  1937.  Of  these,  16  were  Queen’s)  midwives 
and  7 were  private  midwives  nursing  in  the  homes.  An 
eighth  was  at  midwife  who  relieved  one  of  the  seven  for  a 
holiday  period.  There  are  two  others  who  work  in  private 
nursing  homes  in  addition  to  the  above.  The  remaining 
6 are  mid  wives  employed  at  the  Mount  Alvernia  Nursing 
Home  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice.  Seven 
midwives  employed  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses  left  during  the 
year. 

371  births  were  attended  by  these  nurses  as  midwives 
and  161  as  maternity  nurses.  Medical  aid  was  summoned 
in  148  cases  during  1937.  252  cases  were  attended  in 

their  own  homes,  and  of  these,  165  were  attended  by 
Queen’s  Nurses. 

At  Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home  64  cases  were 
attended  as  midwives  and  87  as  maternity  nurses  by  the 
i urses  there. 

Nurse  Richards,  the  Inspector  of  Midwives,  paid  21 
visits  of  inspection  to  the  private  midwives,  and  at  each 
of  four  visits  to  the  Queen’s  Nurses  Home  inspected  all 
the  midwives  there.  In  addition  she  made  15  inspections 
of  the  six  midwives  employed  at  the  Mount  Alvernia 
Nursing  Home,  and  paid  five  special  visits  to  inspect)  new 
midwives. 

Of  new  midwives  there  were  four  at  the  Queen’s 
Nurses  Home,  of  whom  three  had  left  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  At  Mount  Alvernia  there  were  two,  and  two  new 
independent  midwives  set  up  in  practice  during  1937. 

Analysis  of  the  medical  aid  forms  received  from  the 
midwives,  shows  that  31  were  received  from  the  Queen’s 
Nurses  Jarvis)  Maternity  Home,  of  which,  10  were  on 
account  of  non-residents.  Eight  of  these  paid  their  own 
fees  and  11  of  the  residents  paid  theirs.  From  Mount 
Alvernia  26  forms  were  received,  of  which  eight  persons 
were  residents  who  paid  their  own  fees,  and  18  non- 
residents, of  whom  17  paid  their  own  fees.  The  Queen’s 
Nurses  sent  in  108  medical  aid  forms  on  behalf  of  97 
residents,  and  of  these  54  paid  their  own  fees  and  11  non- 
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residents,  of  whom  eight  paid  their  own  fees.  For  the 
financial  year  ended  March  31st,  1937,  £95  9s.  Od.  was 
expended  by  the  Council  in  payment  of  doctors  summoned 
in  medical  aid  of  midwives,  and  of  this  sum  £32  5s.  7d.  was 
recovered  from  the  patients.  For  the  financial  year  ended 
March  31st,  1938,  £114  18s.  Od.  was  expended,  of  which 
£28  19s.  3d.  was'  recovered.  Expenditure  under  this  head 
is,  therefore,  increasing. 

Health  Visiting. — Consequent  upon  the  appointment  of 
a fourth  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  in  May,  home 
visiting  was  proceeded  with  satisfactorily.  As  stated  in 
my  Eleventh  Report  (that  for  1936)  the  multiplication  of 
Clinics  militated  against  adequate  home  visiting,  as 
attendance!  of  nurses  at  these  Clinics  took  up  valuable 
time  which  should  have  been  devoted  to  home  visits.  This 
has  now  been  arrested  and  with  the  augmented  staff  home 
visits  can  now  be  carried  out  as  required.  This  means 
the  visitation  of  children  under  12  months,  monthly,  and  of 
children  aged  1 to  5 years  quarterly,  in  addition  to  all 
necessary  visits  to  mothers,  etc.  During  1937,  529  first 
and  a total  of  3,265  visits  were  paid  to  children  under  12 
months.  To  children  aged  1 to  5,  4,593  visits  were  paid.  In 
addition  to  these*  seven  cases  of  Measles  in  children  under 
5 years  and  136  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  visited 
as  well  as  two  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  nursed  at  home. 
This  shows  what  increased  attention  has  been  devoted  to 
maternity  and  child  welfare  home  visits  during  1937,  visits 
to  infants  having  increased  by  over  a thousand,  and  a 
similar  increase  in  the  visits  to  toddlers.  In  addition  to 
these,  as  School  Nurses,  2,266  visits  were  paid  to  houses 
for  the  supervision'  of  school  children.  It  will  be  a matter 
of  great  satisfaction  to  the  Council  to  know  that  this  work 
has  now  again  been  placed  on  ai  sound  footing. 

Infant  Life  Protection. — As  a part  of  their  duties  the 
Health  Visitors  are  also  inspectors  under  the  Infant  Life 
Protection  Act,  and  in  1937  paid  79  visits  in  this  capacity 
to  the  houses  of  those  persons  taking  children  for  reward. 
At  the  beginning  of  1937  there  were  16  and  at  the  end 
14  persons  on  the  register  as  foster-mothers,  and  they 
received  15  children.  None  of  these  children  died  and  in 
all  cases  care  and  attention  was  satisfactory.  Frequent 
visits  are  paid  to  these  foster-mothers  to  ensure  their  fitness 
to  look  after  children  and  to  ascertain  whether,  in  fact,  the 
children  are  kept  clean,  well  clad  and  well  fed  and  kindly 
treated.  Fortunately,  in  Guildford  foster-mothers  are 
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generally  quite  satisfactory  and  the  children  are  well 
cared  for. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment,— No  child  was  found  to  require 
Orthopaedic  treatment  at  any  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  during  the  year.  If  necessary,  such  cases 
are  sent  for  opinion  to  the  Hon.  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  and  he  arranges  for 
in  or  out  patient  treatment.  Prolonged  treatment  is 
catered  for  by  sending  the  child  to  the  special  hospital 
at  Pyrford,  or  for  Tuberculosis  to  Alton.  Following-up 
is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


Supervision  of  Nursing  Homes. — There  are  six  Nursing 
Homes  in  Guildford  offering  62  beds  and  two 
cots.  Of  these,  36  beds  are  for  maternity  cases,  but  of 
these,  ten  are  also  alternatively  available  for  chronic 
cases.  There  are  26>  beds  for  medical  or  surgical 
cases.  The  increased  number  of  nursing  home  beds  now 
available  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Jarvis  Maternity 
Home  of  the  Queen ’s  Nurses  doubles  the  number  of 
maternity  beds  provided  by  that  Association,  and  at  the 
Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home  the  maternity  beds  have 
been  increased  from  7 to  16  by  the  opening  of  a new 
maternity  block.  Operative  work  is  done  at  three  of  the 
Nursing  Homes  which  provide  special  operating  theatres. 
These  are  Redbraes,  The  Croft  House  and  Mount  Alvernia. 


The  accommodation  offered  by  each  Nursing  Home  is 
as  follows : — 

Guildford  Queen  7s  District 
Nursing  Association,  Jarvis 
Maternity  Home,  Stoughton 
Road, 

Redbraes,  London  Road 


Croft  House,  Epsom  Road  ... 

Mount  Alvernia  Nursing 
Home,  Harvey  Road 


Westfield  Maternity  and 
Nursing  Home 
Onslow  Village  Nursing 
Home 


Maternity  beds  ...  10 

Medical  and  surgical 
beds  ...  ...  10 

Medical  and  surgical 
beds  ...  ...  7 

Medical  and  surgical 
beds  ...  ...  9 

Medical  and  surgical 
cots  ...  ...  2 

Maternity  beds  ...  16 

Isolation  ...  ...  1 

Maternity  beds  (or 
medical)  ...  7 

Maternity  beds  (or 
medical)  ...  3 
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All  these  havq  been  inspected  and  found  quite 
satisfactory,  being  well-kept  by  properly  qualified  persons, 
efficiently  run,  clean1  and  up-to-date.  The  operative  treat- 
ment isj  good  and  nursing  satisfactory. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — As  considerable  prominence  has  fallen  upon 
water  supplies  during  the  year  on  account  of  the  the 
serious  water-borne  outbreak  of  Typhoid  at  Croydon,  I 
will  give  a rather  more  complete  description  of  the 
Guildford  sources  of  supply  than  is  usual. 

The  Guildford  water  supply  is  derived  entirely  from 
deep  wells  in  the  chalk.  There  are  six  of  these  wells  all 
400  feet  in  depth.  The  quantity  of  water  obtainable  is 
300,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  storage  consists  of  five 
reservoirs  of  a total  capacity  of  two  and  a half  million 
gallons,  which  are  used  for  supplying  water  to  the  various 
parts  of  the  town  by  gravitation  after  the  water  has  been 
pumped  into  them.  As  the  quantity  of  water  obtained 
from  the  wells  is  so  large  in  amount  and  varies  very  little 
in  volume,  the  construction  of  reservoirs  to  accommodate  a 
supply  for  a long  period  has  not  yet  been  a necessity.  As 
the  wells  are  artesian  in  nature  and  consist,  of  tubes  only 
some  24  inches  in  diameter,  there  is  no  possibility  whatever 
of  pollution  arising  by  persons  working  in  the  wells.  The 
tubes  penetrate  the  clay  stratum  and  collect  from  the  chalk, 
so  that  the  water  is  hard,  but  very  pure.  Bacteriologically 
it  is  invariably  found  to  be  almost  sterile. 

The  only  possibility  of  pollution  of  such  a water 
supply  as  this  is  by  faults  in  the  chalk  itself,  or  by  sewage 
travelling  long  distances  underground  to  the  gathering 
level.  The  only  cesspools  from  which  overflow  might  take 
place  into  the  chalk  and  gain  access  to  the  strata  in  which 
the  water  lies  are  those  in  the  Warwick’s  Bench  area.  All 
of  these,  however,  with  two  exceptions  now  being  dealt 
with,  have  already  been  abolished  and  connections  to  the 
sewer  made-  There  are  115  cesspools  in  the  Upper  Chalk, 
of  which,  93  are  at  Merrow  and  22  in  the  Longdown  Road 
area  and  8 in  the  Middle  Chalk  Bed.  It  is  thought  that 
these  cesspools,  if  overflowing,  would  flow  uninterruptedly 
to  the  chalk  basin  under  the  Thames  Valley  and  London 
and  not  in  the  direction  of  our  wells; 
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Schemes  for  the  drainage  of  these  areas  and  the 
replacement  of  the  cesspools  by  a water  carriage  system 
are  in  hand  but,  of  course,  even  when  complete  the  actual 
laying  of  the  sewers  will  probably  take  two  years  or  so. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  neither  of  these  areas  formed 
part  of  the  Borough  prior  to  the  extension  in  1933.  Since 
that  date  also  very  considerable  building  has  taken  place 
and  in  the  absence  of  sewers,  houses  have  been  erected 
sewered  by  cesspools.  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the 
Council  will  lay  sewers  to  undeveloped  land  as  the  sites 
upon  which  the  housed  have  been  erected  were.  The 
sewerage  problem,  therfore,  is  one  which  is  constantly 
altering  and  becoming  greater  daily. 

At  the  St.  Martha’s  end  of  the  town,  taken  into  the 
Borough  in  1933,  were  a number  of  houses  having  a water 
supply  derived  from  the  Chilworth  Wells  of  the  Hamble- 
don  Rural  District.  These  are  shallow  wells  in  the  gravel 
situated  in  a district  generally  served  with  cesspool 
drainage.  I am  informed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
that  the  Hambledon  Rural  District  have  no  present  in- 
tention of  installing  a chlorination  plant.  Samples  taken 
of  this  water  have,  up  to  the  present,  proved  satisfactory, 
but,  of  course,  in  shallow  wells  in  cesspool-drained  areas 
potentialities  of  pollution  would  appear  great. 

As  regards  the  wells  of  the  Guildford  Corporation, 
the  supply  from  that  at  Mill  mead  has  been  chlorinated 
for  about  ten  years.  It  is  proposed  to  instal  cholonomes 
at  all  the  other  pumping  stations  so  that  all  the  water 
supplied  to  the  town  will  be  chlorinated  in  future.  This 
is  purely  in  order  to  avoid  ^ possibility  of  pollution  gain- 
ing access  to  the  deepj  chalk,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  for 
the  past  ten  years  all  samples  taken  for  analysis  have  been 
uniformly  pronounced  most  satisfactory.  The  Council, 
however,  wish  to  leave  nothing  to  chance  and  have  the 
welfare  of  thq  residents  so  much  at  heart  that  they 
consider  even  a remote  possibility  of  pollution  of  the  water 
must  be  guarded  against.  During  the  year  quarterly 
sampling  was  continued,  though  at,  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Committee  decided  to  revert  to  the  practice  of  some  years 
ago  and  have  samples  analysed  monthly.  I submitted  a 
special  report  to  the  Committee  upon  the  advisability  of 
chlorination  and  more  frequent  sampling,  both  of  which 
recommendations  are  to  be  complied  with. 
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Samples  taken  during  1937  were  uniformly  satisfactory 
on  analysis.  Bacteriological  ly,  the  count  was:  so  low  as  to 
be  almost  negligible  and  no  Bacillus  Coli  were  found  in 
any  dillution.  Chemically  hardness  varied  between  22 
and  28,  in  all  respects  complete  purity  was  evidenced 

Results  were  as  tabulated  :■ — 

Millmead  Borehole,  1 day’s  incubation  : 1,  1,  1,  1 ; 

2 days’  incubation:  2*  1,  4,  2 ; 

3 „ „ 20,  42,  24,  2. 

Jospeh’s  Road  Boreholes,  1 day’s  incubation:  0,  1,  1,  2; 

2 days’  incubation:  1,  2,  1,  2; 

3 „ „ 51,  26,  3,  35. 

Private  House  Tap,  1 day’s  incubation:  0,  2,  9,  1,  1,  0,  2, 

2,  1,  7,  5; 

2 days’  incubation:  3,  2,  18,  1,  19,  2,  2, 

1,  80; 

3 „ „ 75,  28,  3,  2,  9,  125. 

Chemical  Analysis. — Results  in  parts  per  100,000  from 
the  five  samples  taken  from  domestic  supplies  at  the  house 
taps  are  aS  follows  : — 

Appearance  : Clear  and  bright. 

Colour  : Normal.  Odour  : None. 

Reaction  pH  : Neutral,  7.7,  7.2,  7.4,  7.3,  7.2 
Electrical  Conductivity/  at  20°  C. : 435,  505,  450,  450, 
520. 

Total  solids'  at,  180°  C. : 29.0,  33.5,  30.0,  30.0,  35.0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  : 1.7,  2.0,  1.7,  1.7,  1.9 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  : 0.48,  0.60,  0.46,  0.48,  0.52 

Nitrates  : Absent. 

Hardness  : — Permanent : 5.5,  6.0,  5.0,  5.5,  8.5 

Temporary : 17.5,  20.0,  17.0,  17.5,  19.5 
Total:  23.0,  26.0,  22.0,  23.0,  28.0 

Metals  : Absent  (4)  Iron  0.007 

Free  Ammonia ; 0.0000,  0.0000,  0.0000, 

0.0000,  0.0012 

Albuminoid  Ammonia : 0.0000,  0.0000,  0.0000, 

0.0000,  0.0012 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°  F.  : 0.0050,  0.0050, 
0.0050,  0.0050,  0.015. 

Drainage  and  Seweilage. — As  previously  noted  the 
number  of  cesspool -drained  houses,  has,  unfortunately, 
increased  during  the  year  owing  to  the  fact  that  builders 
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of  estates  have  planted  these  in  outlying  parts  of  the 
Borough  which  were  unsewered.  Though  a few  of  these 
persons  have  undertaken  to  connect  to  the  sewer  when 
provided  and  to  pay  so  much  per  house,  yet  the  cost  of 
the  sewer  falls  upon  the  Council.  As  the  necessity  for  the 
sewer  being  laid  is  entirely  due  to  the  development  for 
gain  by  the  builder  of  land  which  was  fields,  it  would 
seem  definitely  just  that  a very  fair  proportion  of  the 
cost  of  sewering  should  be  borne  by  the  builder  who  is 
going  to  get  most  pecuniary  advantage. 

The  cesspools  in  the  Warwick’s  Bench  area  taken  into 
the  Borough  in  1933,  have,  with  two  exceptions,  been 
abolished  and  sewer  connections  made.  This  leaves  cess- 
pools in  Merrow,  Burpham  and  St.  Martha’s,  as  well  as 
Worplesdon.  The  position  in  the  last  named  district  is 
complicated  by  the  fact  that  although  a sewer  is  reasonably 
close,  connection  to  it  cannof  be  made  as  the  cesspools  are 
all  situated  on  land  lying  at  a level  lower  than  that  of 
the  sewer.  For  a group  of  25  of  these  where  much  nuisance 
has  been  experienced  due  to  the  access  of  surface  water, 
a special  branch  sewer  is  to  be  constructed  with  a small 
pump  to  affect  the  necessary  flow.  The  Surveyor  has 
practically  completed  the  plans  for  the  sewering  of  the 
whole  of  the  Borough,  but  as  noted  in  my  last  Report, 
these  have  been  held  back  by  legal  consideration  of 
adequacy  of  contributions  from  those  who  would  most 
benefit. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  when  the  Corporation 
refused  permission  to  a developer  to  build  a number  of 
houses  on  cesspool  drainage  on  sanitary  grounds,:  a 
Ministry  of  Health  enquiry  was  held,  following  which  the 
Ministry  refused  to  uphold  the  Council’s  veto  and  the 
houses  were  allowed  to  be  built  on  cesspool  drainage. 
This,  of  course,  placed  the  Council  in  a most  difficult 
position.  Another  considerable  difficulty  in  eliminating 
cesspools  is  that  fact  that  unless  nuisance  can  be  proved 
to  exist,  or  the  cesspool  can  be  shown  to  overflow,  or  dis- 
charge into  the  soil,  there  is  no  legal  power  to  compel 
owners  to  convert  to  main  drainage,  and  even  then  the 
nuisance  may  be  remedied  by  alteration  of  the  cesspool. 
This  fact  is  not  generally  appreciated  by  the  public  and 
places  Officials  in  most  awkward  positions  when  accusa- 
tions of  neglect  of  the  public  health  are  made  on  the 
ground  that  cesspools  have  been  permitted  to!  exist. 
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Fortunately,  in  Guildford,  no  more  than  a query  has 
arisen,  but  I thought  it  well  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
explain  the  position. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  present  position  of  con- 
venience arrangements  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows  : — 

There  are  in)  all  485  cesspools  as  against  420  in,  1936. 
This  is  entirely  on  account  of  the  new  houses  which  have 
been  built  during  the  year  and  provided  with  cesspool 
drainage.  Distribution'  of  the  cesspools  is  as  follows : — 


Burpham  

219 

) 

Totalling  341  as  against 

Merrow  

122 

) 

285  in  1936. 

Rydes  Hill  Road 

) 

and  Worplesdon 

94 

) 

As  against  80  in  1936. 

) 

As  against  55  in  1936. 

St.  Martha’s  and 

) 

(These  Warwick’s  Bench 

Warwick’s  Bench 

42 

) 

cesspools,  with  the  ex- 

Miscellaneous 

8 

) 

ception  of  two  were 

) 

converted  to  main 

) 

drainage  in  1936). 

In  reference  to  new 

houses 

being  built  with  cesspool 

drainage,  a fresh  difficuly  is  arising.  In  order  to  obtain 
the  50  feet  distance  from  the  house,  cesspools  must  be 
placed  at  the  back  of  the  house,  but  in  order  to  make  them 
readily  accessible  for  subsequent  connection  to  the  sewer 
the  cesspool  must  be  in  front  of  the  house  as  the  sewer 
will  be  in  the  road.  It  seems  a great  hardship  to  oblige 
a,  builder  to  place  cesspools  50  feet  from  the;  house,  if  by 
so  doing  he  will  be  put  to  very  considerably  increased 
expense  when  a sewer  is  laid.  The  Council,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Ministry,  therefore,  is  permitting  cesspools 
to  be  built  where  their  conversion  is  easiest  and  cheapest. 
It  is  difficult  to  question  this  policy  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  one  wishes  to  place  no  impediment  in  the  way  of 
subsequent  conversion  of  cesspools  to  main  drainage  as 
soon  as  a sewer  becomes  available. 

In  view  of  the  difficulties  in  insisting  upon  conversion 
previously  mentioned  and  the  fact  that  the  jjolicy  of 
sewering  the  whole  Borough  has  definitely  been  accepted 
and  the  scheme  prepared,  it  would  seem  advisable  to  allow 
builders  to  have  this  licence.  The  Council  have  under- 
taken the  emptying  of  cesspools  as|  often,  as  may  be 
required,  and  all  the  cesspools  must  be  impermeable  and 
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have  no  overflow  so  that  nuisance  should  not  arise  even 
if  cesspools  are  not  situated  so  far  from  houses  as  they 
ought  to  be. 

Another  anomalous  situation  is  created  by  the  fact 
that  although  a cesspool  may  not  be  nearer  to  the  house 
it  serves  than  50  feet,  yet  there  is  no  law  preventing  the 
house  on  the  next  plot  being  built  within  50  feet  of  the 
cesspool  belonging  to  the  next  house. 

As  regards  other  kinds  of  closet  accommodation  there 
are  155  pails  still  in  existence  in  situations  where  sewering 
is  not  possible.  These  are  situated  as  follows  : — 


130 

12 

13 

3 


Merrow  and  Burpham 

Worplesdon  

Artington  

Send  ...  ...  ...  .« 


All  of  these  serve  houses  taken  into  the  Borough  in 


1933. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — As  before,  samples  were 
taken  both  from  the  Castle  Street  Baths  and  the  open-air 
Swimming  Pool.  These  proved  satisfactory  and  provided 
chlorination  is  kept  under  proper  control  and  that  the 
filters  kept  working  no  pollution  of  the  water  takes  place. 
Remarks  as  to  changing  of  the  water  when  aesthetically 
desirable,  made  in  my  last  report,  still  hold  good.  As 
swimming  is  an  excellent  muscle  developing  and  health 
giving  exercise,  the  free  use  of  the  excellent  facilities 
offered  is  very  desirable. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  Borough 

of  Guildford. 

Health  Department, 

Municipal  Offices, 

Guildford. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  Twentieth  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspection  staff  during 
the  year  1937.  The  Report  is  again  set  out  in  tabulated 
form  giving  full  particulars  of  inspections  and  visits, 
notices  served  and  action  taken,  which  admits  of  easy 
comparison  with  previous  years. 

The  appointment  of  an  additional  inspector  enabled 
more  work  to  be  dealt  with  in  a systematic  manner,  and 
the  effect  is  reflected  in  the  increased  number  of  housing 
inspections  and  details  which  follow : — 


SUMMARY  OF  ROUTINE  AND  OTHER  SANITARY 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


Ordinary  inspections  (including  complaints, 
infectious  diseases,  etc.)  ... 

House  to  house  inspection  ... 

Inspection  of  work  in  progress 

Appointments  and  advisory  visits  ... 

Houses  and  premises  re-inspected  ... 


1,048 

526 

364 

306 

3,100 
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Inspections  of 

Slaughterhouses 

1,698 

77 

Foodshops  ... 

140 

r> 

Butchers’  Shops 

142 

7? 

Kitchens 

47 

77 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops... 

102 

7 7 

Bakehouses  ... 

66 

7 7 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

4 

7? 

Workshops  ... 

158 

7 7 

Outworkers'  Premises 

11 

>> 

Factories 

67 

7 7 

Stables 

14 

77 

Markets 

156 

77 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

42 

77 

Rat-infested  Premises 

81 

77 

Places  of  Amusement 

4 

y? 

Urinals 

32 

7 7 

Carriers’  Vans,  stalls  and  others 

195 

7 7 

Caravans 

o 

O 

77 

Cesspools 

159 

7 7 

Dustbins 

127 

Rivers  pollution 

6 

77 

Shops)  Act  ... 

164 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

31 

Piggeries 

• • •••  Ob*  • • • * * * f • * 

12 

Smoke  Observations  ... 

11 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  ... 

8,816 

COMPLAINTS 

Animals  kept  as  to  be  a Nuisance  ... 

5 

Accumulations 

of  refuse,  manure,  etc. 

5 

Drains  out  of  repair  or  stopped 

35 

Dirty  condition  of  houses  ... 

5 

Damp  condition,  defective  roofs,  gutters,  etc. 

36 

Dilapidation  in  houses 

52 

Smoke  Nuisances 

2 

Overcrowding 

• • • • • 0 •••  • • • •••  • • • 

9 

Rat-infested  premises 

27 

Water  Closets 

out  of  repair,  etc.  ... 

8 

Dustbins  defective  or  insufficient  ... 

12 

Verminous  rooms  or  premises 

33 

Nuisance  from 

Cesspools 

29 

Mosquitoes 

• K • • • • • • •••  •••  * * * 

4 

Other  complaints 

57 

319 


Total 


♦ • • 
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NOTICES  SERVED. 

Statutory  Notices  served  : — 

(а)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section 

23,  to  provide  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(б)  Under  thd  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section 

54,  to  abate  nuisance  caused  by  blocked  water 
course  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 3 

(c)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section 

70,  authority  to  enter  and  inspect  drains  ...  3 

(d)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section 

72,  to  repair  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(e)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section 

Section  79,  to  remove  an  offensive  accumulation  1 

(/)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section 

83,  to  cleanse  verminous  premises  ...  ...  1 

(g)  Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9,  to 

execute  works  to  render  house  fit  ...  ...  10 

(h)  Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11, 

notice  of  time  and  place  ...  ...  ...  11 

( i ) Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11,  Notice 

to  occupier  to  quit  house  after  demolition 
order  has  become  operative  ...  ...  ...  1 

( j ) Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11,  order 

for  demolition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

( k ) Under  the  Guildford  Corporation  Act,  Section 

100,  to  unstop  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(l)  Under  the  Guildford  Corporation  Act,  Section 

101,  repairs  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 


Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  663 

Letters  written  in  reference  to  notices  ...  ...  621 

Letters  regarding  miscellaneous  matters  ...  ...  252 

RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  33 

Informal  notices  complied  with  (including  verbal 

notices)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  886 

Of  this  number,  244  notices  were  served  before 
31st  December,  1936.  The  remaining  outstanding  notices 
are  being  dealt  with. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER 
SANITARY  NOTICES,  ETC. 

Drainage. 

Defective  drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Stopped  drains  cleared  (soil)  ...  ...  ...  26 

Stopped  drains  cleared  (surface  water)  ...  ...  20 

Defective  soil  or  ventilating  shafts  repaired  ...  8 

New  ventilating  shafts  and  soil  pipes  provided  or 

reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Manhole  and  inspection  chambers  provided  ...  7 

Manhole  and  inspection  chamber  covers  provided  11 

Drains  tested  with  smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  tested  chemically  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  tested  with  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Stoneware  gullies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Stoneware  drains  laid,  4in.  ...  ...  ...  feet  579 

Fresh  air  inlets  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  5 

Cesspools  made  watertight  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  connected  to  public  sewer  ...  ...  6 

Water  Closets. 

Additional  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  pans  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Water  closets  unstopped,  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  9 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  or  repaired  ...  42 

New  seats  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Wooden  enclosures  removed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  repairs ...  ...  ...  8 

Sanitary  Fittings,  Sinks,  Baths,  etc. 

New  glazed  sinks,  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Waste  pipes  repaired,  trapped  or  unstopped  ...  17 

Urinals  cleaned  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sink  channels  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  35 

Strainers  provided  to  sink  gullies  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lavatory  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Dilapidations. 

House  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Eaves,  gutters,  rainwater  pipes,  etc.,  repaired  ...  97 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  51 

Defective  internal  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  59 

Defective  floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  105 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  82 

Stoves  or  coppers  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  179 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Rooms  cleansed,  re-distempered  or  re-papered  ...  579 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

House  Refuse. 

Brick  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Dampness  of  Walls. 

External  walls  rendered  with  cement  ...  ...  11 

External  walls  coated  with  solution  outside  ...  5 

Internal  walls  rendered  with  waterproof  cement  90 

Cement  plinths  provided  at  base  of  external  wall  1 

Repairs  carried  out  to  eaves,  gutters,  window  sills, 

etc.  (excluding  those  under  dilapidations)  ...  42 

Walls  pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  ...  ...  ...  12 

Window  sills  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  remedies  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Miscellaneous. 

Ventilation  under  floors  provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

Permanent  means  of  ventilation  provided  to  rooms  75 

Permanent  means  of  light  provided  to  rooms  ...  27 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  manure,  etc,  removed  ...  13 

Handrails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Verminous  rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  61 

Rat-infested  premises  cleared  ...  ...  ...  22 

Water  supplies  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  220 
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Enquiries  into  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  128 

Dairies  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Stables  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Slaughterhouses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pood  Premises  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Bakehouses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Repairs  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Light  and  ventilation  provided  to  cowsheds  ...  1 

Drainage  and  paving  provided  to  cowsheds  ...  7 

Water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


The  few  chimneys  belonging  to  industrial  premises 
in  the  district  have  been  kept  under  observation  and  in 
only  one  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  take  any  action. 
Two  complaints  were  investigated  during  the  year.  These 
applied  to  domestic  chimneys,  so  did  not  call  for  legal 
action. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  eight,  slaughterhouses,  of  these,  two  are 
licenced  and  six  registered.  Slaughtering  i s only  done 
once  a year  at  one  of  the  registered  slaughterhouses. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  situated  in  various  parts  of 
the  Town,  some  widely  apart. 

A regular  system  of  meat  inspection  is  observed,  the 
visits  for  this  purpose  numbering  1,(398,  which  are  nearly 
ail  made  in  the  late  afternoon  or  evening.  At  the  same 
time  attention  is  given  to  the  requirements  of  the  Meat 
Regulations  and  to  ensure  that  the  Byelaws  under  which 
these  premises  are  controlled  are  being  adhered  to. 

The  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  are 
well  complied  with. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  16  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the 
Borough.  Eight  of  the  trades  are  situated  at  the  By- 
Products  Factory,  Walnut  Tree  Close.  The  remaining  are 
8 Fried  Fish  Shops  and  one  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer. 

Two  applications  for  permission  to  establish  fried  fish 
businesses  were  refused,  and  one  application  for  renewal 
was  granted.  Forty-two  inspections  were  made  and  the 
Byelaws,  on  the  whole,  were  well  observed. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Inspections  under  the  above  Act  are  made  by  the 
Shops  Act  Inspector,  who  reports  any  contraventions  re- 
garding the  health  and  comfort  of  the  workers  employed 
in  the  shops  to  this  Department. 

principally  with  the  temperature  of  shops.  Some  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  regarding  the  requirement,  and  some 
shops  are  not  yet  satisfactory  in  this  respect. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  under 


the  notices  served  : — 

Sanitary  accommodation  repaired  or  put  into 

working  order  ...  ...  ...  2 

Arrangements  made  for  staff  to  use  accommodation 

other  than  at  shop  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Index  lock  provided  to  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  4 

No  additional  arrangements  possible  owing  to 

restricted  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heating  provided  ...  12 

Additional  W.c’s.  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  supply  provided  1 

Washing  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  shops  concerned  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  526  inspections  were  made  under  the 
Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925,  in  the  following 
roads : — 


Pannells  Terrace 

19 

Finch  Road  ...  ...  

13 

Barrack  Road 

43 

Burpham 

47 

Ludlow-  Road  ...  

58 

Cline  Road 

8 

Addison  Road  

22 

South  Street  

27 

Stoughton  Road  

131 

Hayclon  Place  

13 

North  Place  (including  Victoria  Square) 

67 

Stoke  Fields  

13 

Friary  Square  

8 

Nightingale  Road 

32 

Miscellaneous  ...  

25 

The  statistics  for  the  year  on  housing  are 
the  Medical  Officer  ofl  Health’s  Report. 

continued 
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DISINFESTATION. 

The  same  procedure  is  followed  as  set  out  in  last 
year’s  report,  with  the  co-operation  of  landlords  and 
tenants. 

In  the  rooms  of  badly  infested  houses,  the  wallpaper  is 
stripped  off  the  walls  and  the  woodwork  removed.  The 
backs  of  the  woodwork,  viz.,  skirtings,  etc.,  are  flared  with 
a painter’s  lamp,  as  well  as  all  cracks  andi  crevices. 
Before  refixing,  all  surfaces  are  sprayed  with  insecticide 
and  the  back  of  the  woodwork  coated  with  creosote. 

If  such  drastic!  treatment  is  not  considered  necessary, 
the  rooms  are  sprayed  with  insecticide,  and  instructions 
given  to  the  occupier  to  repeat  the  process  at  intervals. 

In  some  cases  fumigation  is  carried  out  by  means  of 
special  fumigation  blocks. 

Nineteen  Council  houses  and  nine  other  houses  were 
found  to  be  infested,  and  all  disinfested.  Four  of  the 
Council  houses  were  fumigated  with  hydrogen  cyanide  gas 
by  a private  contractor. 

The  belongings  of  tenants  are  inspected  before  removal 
to  Council  houses  and  if  necessary  disinfested. 

Advice  is  given  to  occupiers  to  prevent  infestation,  and 
insecticide  supplied  free  of  charge. 


Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES, 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Inspec- 

Premises.  tions. 

Factories  (including  factory 

Laundries)  ...  ...  67 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries)  ...  158 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ Premises)  ...  9 


WORKSHOPS 

Written  Prosecu- 
Notices.  tions. 

1 Nil 

16  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

17  Nil 


234 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 


Referred 

Found  Remedied,  to  H.M.  Prosecu 
Inspector,  tions. 


Particulars. 

Nuisances  under  Public 
Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 
Want  of  Ventilation  ... 
Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of 
floors 

Other  Nuisances 

S ani t ary  Accommodation — 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory 

and  Workshops  Act — 

» 

Illegal  occupation  of 
underground  Bake- 
houses (Sec.  101)  ... 
Other  Offences 

Total  


20 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

11 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

40 

30 

Nil 

Nil 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK. 

There  were  six  applications  for  registration  for  the 
sale  of  milk  during  the  year.  Two  of  these  were  from  cow- 
keepers  and  wholesale  purveyors  taking  over  previously 
registered  premises;  another  a change  of  proprietorship 
of  a dairy,  and  three  to  sell  milk  at  shops  in  sealed  bottles 
only. 

One  cowshed  and  one  dairy  were  removed  from  the 
register. 

One  hundred  and  two  visits  vvere  marie  to  the  farms 
and  dairy  premises,  and  improvements  in  methods  and 
equipment  effected  where  necessary. 
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Nearly  all  the  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  delivered 
in  bottles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  purveyors 
and  premises  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Retail  purveyors  with  registered  premises 

in  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  13 

Retail  purveyors  with  registered  premises 

outside  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  18 

Shops  dealing  with  bottled  milk  only  ...  20 

Total 67 


Nine  of  the  cowkeepers  hold  Accredited  Milk  Licences. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

There  is  an  improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
of  milk  over  last  year.  Of  the  63  samples  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  submitted  to  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital  Laboratories  for  examination, 
only  two  were  below  the  former  standard  of  Accredited 
Milk.  The  “ plate  count  ” bacteriological  test  is  continued 
as  it  affords  comparison  with  the  various  milks  taken  and 
the  farmers  and  dairymen  are  more  interested  when  they 
receive  a copy  of  the  report,  which  is  always  sent  to  them. 

The  following  tables  give  the  results  of  the  ex- 
aminations : — 


Number  of  samples. 


Winter  Summer 
(Oct.  to  (April 
March).  to  Sept.) 

Bacteria  not  exceeding  5,000  per  c.c.  6 16 

Bacteria  exceeding  5,000,  but  less 

than  10,000  ...  ...  ...  16  5 

Bacteria  exceeding  10,000,  but  less 

than  30,000  ...  ...  ...  6 9 

Bacteria  exceeding  30,000,  but  less 

than  50,000  ...  2 0 

Bacteria  exceeding  50,000,  but  less 

than  200,000  2 1 

Bacteria  exceeding  200,000  ...  0 0 


Total. 

22 

21 

15 

2 

3 

0 


31 


32 


63 
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Bacillus  Coli — 

Number  of  Samples. 
Winter  Summer 

(Oct.  to  (April 

March),  to  Sept.) 

Total 

Not  present 

...  26 

24 

50 

Positive  in  l/10th 

...  5 

6 

11 

„ „ l/100th 

...  1 

1 

2 

„ „ l/1000th  ... 

...  0 

0 

0 

32 

31 

63 

The  above  includes  samples  taken  of  the  milk  supplied 
to  the  schools  and  to  nursing  mothers. 

Milk  samples  are  also  examined  biologically  for  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus.  One  sample  was  found  infected.  The 
C ounty  Council  were  notified  and  an  examination  of  the 
herd  of  cows  was  made  by  vbeir  Veterinary  Inspector. 
No  animal  was  found  diseased,  but  it  wa^  discovered  that 
one  of  the  cows  had  been  sent  to  a knacker’s  slaughter- 
house soon  after  the  sample  had  been  taken. 

In  addition,  seven  samples  of  milk,  six  samples  of  Ice- 
Cream  and  one  sample  of  Cream  were  taken  from 
houses  of  typhoid  patients. 

Twenty-two  samples  of  ice-cream,  one  sample  of  cream 
and  one  sample)  of  butter  were  also  taken. 

GRADED  MILKS. 

Licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  as  follows  : — 

Dealers’  Licences,  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” Milk  ...  3 

„ „ “ Pasteurised  ” Milk  ...  ...  1 

Licence  for  Bottling  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” Milk  1 
„ „ Pasteurising  Milk  ...  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  “ Tuberculin 
Tested  ” Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Four  samples  of  “ Pasteurised,”  10  samples  of 
“ Accredited  ” and  three  samples  of  “ Tuberculin  Tested” 
milk  were  taken  for  examination,  and  all  came  up  to  the 

prescribed  standards, 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

A regular  system  of  inspection  is  carried  out  at  the 
slaughterhouses,  since  the  appointment  of  another 
Inspector,  so  that  it  is  possible  to  examine  all  the  meat 
slaughtered  in  the  private  slaughterhouses.  This  entails 
much  work  in  the  late,  afternoon  and  evenings,  as  the 
visits  are  timed  so  that  the  carcases  and  viscera  can  be 
examined  at  the,  finish  of  the  slaughtering. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
inspected  and  condemned  : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,164 

109 

775 

8141 

4860 

Number  Inspected  

2,164 

109 

775 

8141 

4860 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

o 

1 

11 

62 

1 

1 

r* 

i 

119 

2.86 

.91 

.38 

.098 

2.67 

Tuberculosis  only:  Whole  carcases 
condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis   

4 

7 

3 

7 

237 

41 

184 

11.13 

44.03 

.38 

0.00 

3.93 
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Many  of  the  animals  are  purchased  at  the  local  cattle 
market,  where  an  ante-mortem  examination  is  made  by  the 
Corportiom  Veterinary  Inspector.  The  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  also  in  attendance  at  the  Market. 

The  Corporation  have  recently  decided  to  erect  a 
Public  Abattoir  on  a site  near  the  Cattle  Market.  This 
will  greatly  facilitate  inspection,  as  the  meat  will  be  ex- 
amined in  better  light  and  surroundings  than  is  possible 
in  many  of  the  private  slaughterhouses  and  will  save  much 
time  in  travelling  to  the  scattered  slaughterhouses  to  make 
the  inspections.  It  would  not  only  be  a great  convenience 
for  butchers  not  possessing  a slaughterhouse  to  use  the 
abattoir,  but  also  to  the  livestock  traders  and  pig  breeders 
in  outside  areas. 


The  following  is  a list  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat, 
etc.,  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Beef— 

4 Carcases  (with  offals) 
105  Heads  (with  tongues)  ... 

2  Heads  (with  tongues)  ... 

2 Heads  (with  tongues)  ... 

18  Forequarters  

3 Briskets  

2 Clod  and  sticking 

2 Clod  and  sticking 

3 Flanks  

1 Forerib  

1 Side  of  Beef  

19  Pieces  of  Beef  

1 6-lb.  Tin  Corned  Beef 

Cows — 

7 Carcases  (with  offals) 

8 Heads  (with  tongues)  ... 

Pork — ■ 

7 Carcases  (with  offal)  ... 

5 Carcases  (with  offal)  ... 

4 Carcases  (with  offal)  ... 

1 Carcase  (with  offal)  ... 

1 Carcase  (with  offal)  ... 

133  Heads  (with  tongues)  ... 

4  Heads  (with  tongues)  ... 

1 Collar  

2 Flanks  

1 Belly  part  

3 10-lb.  Tins  Liver  

Mutton — 

1 Carcase  (with  offal)  ... 

2 Legs  ...  ...  1 1 • • • • ... 

2 10-lb.  Tins  Lambs’  Livers 


Generalised  Tuberculosis. 
Localised  Tuberculosis. 
Abcess. 

Actinomycosis. 

Localised  Tuberculosis. 

99  99 

99  99 

Tuberculous  abcesses. 
Localised  Tuberculosis. 

Abcesses. 

Unsound. 

9) 


Generalised  Tuberculosis. 
Localised  Tuberculosis. 


Generalised  Tuberculosis. 
Septicaemia. 

Swine  Fever. 

Moribund. 

Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis. 
Localised  Tuberculosis. 
Abcesses. 

Localised  Tuberculosis. 
Abcesses. 

Inflamation. 

Unsound. 


Dropsical. 

Caseous  Lymphadenitis. 
Unsound. 
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Veal— 

1 Carcase  (with  offal) 
1 Carcase  (with  offal) 
1 Neck  and  Shoulders 


Oedema. 

Septic  pneumonia. 
Injury. 


Fish — 

i Case  of  herrings Unsound. 

1 Box  cured  fillets  ...  „ 

2 Tins  Prawns  „ 

2 Boxes  Haddocks  „ 

Vegetables,  etc.— 

17  lbs.  Pears  „ 

56  cwts.  Potatoes  „ 

55 h Dozen  Eggs  ...  „ 

1,523  livers,  lungs  and  other  internal  organs  of 
animals  which  were,  on1  examination,  found  to  be  diseased 
or  unsound,  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 


The  total  weight  of  the  food  destroyed  during  the  year 
was  12  tons  5 cwts.  lOlbs. 


Meat  and  other  food  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  is 
destroyed  at  the  local  By-Products  Factory,  or  the  Refuse 
Destructor.  Sixty-nine  certificates  were  issued  to  butchers, 
fishmongers,  etc.,  at  their  request,  certifying  that  certain 
food  had  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  food  and 
destroyed. 

All  premises  where  food  is  sold  or  prepared  for  sale 
are  visited  periodically.  Particular  attention  was  given  to 
ice-cream  premises  during  the  summer  and  22  samples  of 
ice-cream  taken  fob  bacteriological  examination.  Eight 
of  these  samples  did  not  come  up  to  the  desired  standard 
of  cleanliness.  In  these  cases  the  premises  were  re-visited 
and  recommendations  made  to  ensure  cleaner  conditions 
and  methods. 


Carriers’  Vans  and  other  vehicles  conveying  meat  are 
also  kept  under  observation  in  regard  to  the  sufficiency 
of  wrapping  and  cleanliness. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections 
and  action  taken  : — 


Total  number  of  inspection  of  Shops,  Stores 
Stalls,  Vans  and  Other  Vehicles 
Infringements  at  Shops  ... 

Infringements  at  Slaughterhouses 
Infringements  of  Vans  


Remedied. 


200 

1 1 

Nil  Nil 

3 3 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

National  Rat  Week  was  held  from  the  1st  to  the  6th 
of  November. 

The  usual  propaganda  work  was  carried  out  in  the 
Borough  during  that  week,  viz.,  the  showing  of  lantern 
slides  at  the  cinemas,  circular  letters  to  the  various  traders, 
etc.,  and  notices  in  the  local  Press. 

Eighty  one  visits  were  made  to  rat-infested  premises 
and  advice  was  given  on  the  measures  necessary  for  the 
extermination  of  the  pest. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

Any  rag  flock  used  in  the  district  for  repair  work  is 
brought  with  a guarantee  that  it  complies  with  the  Acts. 

I was  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  take  any-  samples. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  G.  ENGLAND,  m.r.san.i., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


[54 


Housing. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  657 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  657 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  526 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  526 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

sq  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houseg  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  515 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  Without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices: 

Numbers  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  242 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

1.  Number?  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  8 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices  : — - 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — • 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  aftep  service  of  formal  Notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936.: — 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding, 

A.  — 1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  year 57 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  60 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .. . ...  399 

B.  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  24 

C.  — 1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  39 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  199 

How  abatement  was  effected  : — 

By  families  voluntarily  moving  to  other  houses 
or  leaving  the  Town 11 

By  removal  of  lodgers  or  reduction  of  family  26 

By  offer  of  Council  house  2 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Adulteration.— The  report  of  Mr.  H.  Holroyd,  the 
Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drug  Acts,  is  as 
follows : — 

114  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  these 
were  found  genuine  on  analysis  with  the  exception  of  nine 
samples!  of  milk  and  one  of  orange  squash.  Two  cautions 
were  issued  by  the  Committee. 


FORMAL  : 

Ale  ...  ...  ... 

2 

INFORMAL : 

Asprin  Tablets 

2 

Baking  Powder 

1 

Banana  Cream 

1 

Blackcurrant  Wine  ... 

1 

Blackcurrant  Jam  ... 

1 

Butter 

4 

Butter  

1 

Coffee 

1 

Coffee 

1 

Cream  

1 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

Currants 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

Fish  Cake  

1 

Cream 

2 

Grape  Fruit/  Squash 

1 

Evaporated  Milk  ... 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

Faggots  

1 

Margarine  

1 

Fruit  Salad  ... 

1 

Milk  ... 

48 

Full  Cream  Milk  ... 

1 

Orange  Squash 

— 

Ground  Almonds  . . . 

7 

Pepper  

2 

Honey  

1 

Polonies 

1 

Liver  Sausage 

1 

Rice  ... 

1 

Meat  Pie 

1 

Rissole 

1 

Mint  ... 

1 

Rum  Flip 

1 

Polonies 

1 

Sausage 

4 

Redcurrant  Jelly  ... 

1 

Self-raising  Flour  ... 

1 

Rissole 

1 

Semolina 

2 

Strawberries 

1 

Sterilized  Milk 

2 

Strawberry  Jam 

1 

Suet  ...  

2 

Tea  

1 

Tea  ... 

2 

Tomato  Sauce' 

1 

81 

33 

These  samples  were  analysed  by  Mr.  Edward  Hinks, 
B.  Sc.,  F.I.C.,  of  16  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E.I.,  the 
Borough  Analyst. 
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Prevalance  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

and  Other  Diseases. 

In  1937  there  was  a marked  drop  in  thei  incidence  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases,  the  number  being  only 
slightly  more  than  half  that  of  1936.  Only  Scarlet  Fever 
caused  any  trouble  of  the  185  cases  of  Infectious  Disease, 
111  being  Scarlet  Fever.  The  111  cases  of  this  disease 
were  85  less  than  in  1936.  Monthly  notifications  were,  in 
order,  as  follows : — 7,  15,  11,  7,  13,  12,  16,  1,  5,  9,  10,  5, 
so  that  at  no  part  of  the  year  was  there  any  great  incidence 
of  the  disease.  Of  the  cases,  53  were  children  between  5 
and  10  years  of  age,  19  under  school  age  and  15  between 
10  and  14  years.  There  were  23  adults,  of  which  number, 
one  was  aged  15. 

Except  for  cases  of  familial  infection  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  any  case  to  case  spread  of*  the  disease 
generally.  In  the  majority  of  cases  undetected  carriers 
must  have  been  the  cause.  In  a few  cases  a septic  condition 
such  a wround  appears  to  have  been  the  means  by  which 
Scarlet  Fever  gained  access  to  the  patient.  On  the  whole, 
cases  were  mild,  but  four  children  developed  Otitis  Media, 
one  requiring  a mastoid  operation.  One  child,  sister  of 
two  other  cases,  came  in  with  uraemia,  but  recovered 
satisfactorily  after  being  unconscious  for  four  days. 

Diphtheria.— During  the  whole  of  the  year  there  were 
only  19  cases  of  this  disease  notified.  Of  these,  four  were 
found  not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  after  admission. 
The  15  cases  remaining  were  as  follows  : — 

A severe  laryngeal  diphtheria  whose  life  was  saved 
by  tracheotomy  and  who  recovered  quite  satisfactorily. 
Her  sister  proved  to  be  a carrier  and  tonsillectomy  was 
performed  to  free  her  from  infection.  Four  cases  were 
members  of  one  family,  one  of  whom  died  and  the  last 
who  actually  had  been  the  first  ill  was  not  discovered  until 
paralysis  of  eyes  and  palate!  developed  later  after  her 
attack  of  supposed  Tonsillitis,  for  which  she  had  been 
treated  in  a general  Hospital.  Four  cases  were  adults,  one 
being  the  mother  of  five  children,  none  of  whom  developed 
the  disease  owing  td  immunisation.  Three  other  cases 
were  school  children  unconnected  with  other  cases  or  each 
other.  Another  was  a maid  with  a very  mild  attack  of 
the  disease.  The  lasts  was  a patient  with  no  clinical 
disease,  whose  throat  swab  had  been  found  positive. 
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In  addition  to  these  19  cases  which  were  notified,  there 
were  six  others  sent  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  without 
notification  certificates,  who  were  found  not  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — During  the  year,  in  response 
to  a circular  letter  addressed  to  all  parents  of  children 
under  11  years  of  age  stressing  the  importance  and  value 
of  Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1,115  children  were  brought 
for  the  purpose.  Of  these,  890  were  school  children  and 
225  under  school  age.  Each  child  received  one  intra- 
muscular injection  of  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid.  This 
method  of  immunisation  was  adopted  for  three  reasons  : — 

(1)  That  it  was  stated  by  publications  by  many 

firms  of  manufacturers  that  such  immunisation 
was  effective  in  95  per  cent,  or  more  of  cases. 

(2)  It  was  thought  that  parents  were  far  more  likely 

to  bring  children  once  than  more  often,  and 
under  the  circumstances  the  children  thus 
brought  would,  at  any  rate,  be  afforded  a good 
chance  of  obtaining  immunity  even  although 
100  per  cent,  effect  could  not  be  guaranteed. 

(3)  In  June,  1937,  following  upon  a similar  single 

injection  of  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid,  42 
children  were  Schick  Tested  and  of  these,  all 
but  two  were  found  to  be  Schick  Negative. 

These  three  factors  combined  to  make  me  consider 
that  the  use  of  the  onei  shot  method  was  justifiable. 

In  the  early  part  of  1938,  of  the  1,115  children  above- 
mentioned  who  received  their  one  dose  of  Alum  Pre- 
cipitated Toxoid  in  October  and  November,  1937,  151  were 
Schick  Tested,  that  is  five  or  six  months  after  their  dose 
of  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid,  and  of  these  151,  96  showed 
a distinctly  Schick  positive  reaction,  and  only  56  negative. 
This  gave  a percentage  of  37  Schick  Negative.  This  was 
so  unsatisfactory  that  I consider  it  useless  to  Schick  inject 
any  further  children*  particularly  as  the  procedure  is 
regarded  by  the  children  as  a painful  one,  and  instead  got 
together  as  many  of  the  children  as  possible  and  gave  them 
a second  dose  of  .5  c.c.  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  in  the 
hope  that  this  would  give  complete  immunity.  Needless 
to  say,  all  the  Schick;  positive  children'  were  also  re- 
injected with  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid. 
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This  experience  is  quite  sufficient  to  make  me  change 
my  policy  and  in  future  no  child  will  receive  on©  dose  of 
Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  and  everyone  now  coming  for 
immunisation  will  first  receive  .2  and  .5  c.c.  a fortnight 
later. 

Enteric  Fever. — Eight  notifications  of  this  disease  were 
received.  All  were  admitted  to  hospital.  Two  of  these  were 
non-residents  treated*  in  the  County  Hospital.  Of  the 
other  six,  one  was  an  adult,  three  children  under,  and  two 
children  of,  school  age.  All  were  notified  during  August 
and  all  were  affected  with  Para-typhoid  B infection  of  a 
mild  nature.  The  two  school  children  were  brothers. 
Otherwise  no  connection  could  be  traced  between  cases. 
Samples  of  water  taken  immediately,  as  is  my  routine 
practice,  proved  completely  negative,  as  did  milk  samples. 
Drains  were  in  order.  The  only  common  article  of  food 
was  ices.  These  were  sampled  on  several  occasions, 
always  with  negative  results  and  inspections  at  the  dairy 
made  also  revealed  no  cause  of  infection. 

Pneumonia. — Twenty-seven  cases  of  Pneumonia  were 
notified  and  39  persons  had  Pneumonia  entered  as  the 
cause  of  death  on  certificates.  Of  these,  however,  nine 
males  and  10  females  had  Broncho-Pneumonia.  Ten 
males  and  seven  females  had  Lobar  Pneumonia  and  three 
males  basal,  or  Septic  Pneumonia.  Thus  17  were  deaths 
from  Pneumonia  of  notifiable  type  and  of  these,  four 
only  were  notified. 

Erysipelas. — Six  notifications  were  received,  one  case 
was  treated  in  hospital  and  in  no  case  was  death  ascribed 
to  this  cause. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Two  notifications  were  re- 
ceived, of  which,  one  case  was  treated  in  hospital  and  both 
recovered. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia.— Two  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever  and  five  of  Pyrexia  were  notified.  Of  these,  all  but 
two  cases  of  Pyrexia  were  treated  in  Hospital ; on©  case  of 
Puerperal  Sepsis  died.  Such  cases  can  be  admitted  to  the 
Warren  Road  Hospital  as  the  Corporation  have  an  agree- 
ment with  the  County  Council  to  that  effect. 
A Consultant  is  available  for  practitioners  and  material 
for  pathological  examination  can  be  sent  to  the  County 
Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis.— Twenty-seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  and 
nine  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year.  This  is  a marked  decrease  on  the 
numbers  of  1936.  Of  Pulmonary  cases,  20  were  males 
and  seven  females,  and  of  Non-Pulmonary  there  were 
three  males  and  six  females.  Of  the  16  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  15  had  been  previously  notified,  and  of  the 
three  deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  two  had 
been  notified.  It  is  essential  that  these  cases  should  be 
notified  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  so  that  the 
patient  may  have  the  best  possible  chance  of  cure  or  arrest 
of  the  disease. 


Notifiable!  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year  1937. 


Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Fever  . . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Typhoid 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Bacillary  Dysentery 


Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Ill 

103 

— 

19 

19 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

3 

1 

27 

6 

29 

6 

1 

— 

8 

8 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

185 

148 

32 

Totals 


• • • 
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Tuberculosis. — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age 

Periods. 

0 

1 

1 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

N 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

1 — 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

5 

10 

15 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

6 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

35 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

55 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

65  & over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

20 

7 

3 

6 

3 

10 

2 

1 

Total  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  bn  Age  Groups. 


Disease. 

Under  1. 

n’ 

rH 

CO 

Ol 

CO 

to 

• 

o 

rH 

to 

no 

tH 

4 

rH 

« 

0 

1 

rH 

to 

CO 

t 

<N 

to 

T 

to 

CO 

to 

7 

to 

'O?  2 
P a. 
cS  2 
c 
to 
o 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

4 

5 

8 

1 

53 

16 

4 

15 

4 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

i 

4 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal 

Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

» — * 



s — - 

— 







4 

1 



* 

Pneumonia  ... 

— - 

— 

— *■ 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

4 

3 

i 

8 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— - 

— * 

— - 

— * 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— - 

1 

— - 

Typhoid 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

9 

— 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

— * 

= — =■ 

* — - 

* * 



— 



1 



* 

». 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

9 

— 

— - 

* 

* 











- — — 



Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

— 

- — - 

- — - 

* 

~ 

— 



— 

— 

— 

v 

— 

Bacillary 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

3 

4 

6 

10 

4 

64 

26 

8 

33 

10 

10 

8 

l 
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